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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

This three story brick building with pitched roof is an excellent

example of a Victorian utilitarian structure. The architectural detail

is simple yet the overall composition of the building is impressive.Noteworthy
elements of the building's design include the brick dentil cornice, windows
with segmental arches lintels and the squared granite lintels wnich mark the
original doorways. The original brick walls have been covered with a brick
veneer and some of the original wall openings have been bricked in.

LTSTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community)

Thie building was built in 1876 as the warehouse of the Caldwell
nistillery. The distillery itself, a wooden structure has been destroved
and the brick warehouse is the only surviving structures of what was once
one of Newburyport's largest industries.

The Caldwell family was distilling rum as early as 1851 when there
was a distillery on Caldwell's Wharf. The rum industry was important to
__-ne economy of Newburyport until the passage of the Volstead Act.

The Caldwell family owned this property until 1924 when it was purchased

by John T. Leary. The Leary family has made extensive renovations to the
buiiding and presently the structure serves as a warehouse and liquor store.
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