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.ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant archi tectural  features and

evaluate in terms of other buildings within cornrnunity)

This two story house with gambrel roof and symmetr ical  f ive ba1'
facade is a f ine example of  Georqian dcmest ic archi tecture.  The house has
several  except ional  features includinE a project ing pedimented central  bay
that contains the f ront entrance. The door is f lanked by Dor ic p{ lasLe::s
nrrnnnr l - ' in,-  = ' : lassical  entablature above. The gambrel  : :oof  was ver l '  pocular> ul / r \ ru!  L l r rv o u

in Ner,{bu:ryprort  dur ing the eighteenth centur lz and remains one of the mcre
conmon buitCincr fornrs in the ci ty.

HISTgRICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in locaL or state history

and how the bui lding relates to the developrnent cf  the community)

The land upon rvhich this house stands was purchasec bv Thomas l ' f i tham,
marine:: ,  f rotn Wi l l - iarr ' :  Cross,  shipbui lder,  in 1802. l { . i than conrpleted his
new horrse in l -805. !{ i tham becarne a sai lor at  a l /ounE age and he sai led
out on several  pr ivateers.  In 1798 Witham becanre chief  gunner on the
shrp "I4err imack".  Witham became a rnaster-mariner.  He owned the house
uni i l  he was seventy-si-x years of  age. In i838 he sol ' i  t i re property to
I ferfr \ r :  I* lerr i l1,  Ner, ' iburyport  merchant.

' .  Flenry Llerr i i l  t lever l ived in the home but renied i f  out.  in l -859,
he died leaving the property to or ie cf  h is sons, Wi3- i ia in.  In 1867 l , t i i l iam
H- T{rre.r : .a. .nr i red the house. Huse was the publ isher of  +-he i . iewburl 'port
l Ier :a id,  held var ious c i t lz  of f ices and was elected mayci  short l lz  before his
cieath.  in L876, Huse sold th is house to Timothy Hatey,  who later solo i t  to
Margaret  Lyons.

This house remains todar/ a single family residence.
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