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P ess_ 20-22 Merrill Street
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i Original Residence

Residence
Present

BF ership: [ Private individual

Private organization

Public

Original owner Capt. Thomas With
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Source Essex County Registry of D

Georgian

Exterior wall fabric Clapboards

Qutbuildings -

Major alterations (with dates)

Moved Date

Approx. acreage 3,969 sg. ft.

Setting in residential area of

primarily eighteenth and nineteenth

centurv domestic architecture.
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

This two story house with gambrel roof and symmetrical five bay
facade is a fine example of Georgian domestic architecture. The house has
several exceptional features including a projecting pedimented central bay
that contains the front entrance. The door is flanked by Doric pilasters
supporting a classical entablature above. The gambrel roof was very popular

in Newburyport during the eighteenth century and remains one of the more
common building forms in the city.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community)

The land upon which this house stands was purchased by Thomas Witham,
mariner, from William Cross, shipbuilder, in 1802. Witham completed his
new house in 1805. Witham became a sailor at a voung age and he sailed
out on several privateers. In 1798 Witham became chief gunner on the
ship "Merrimack". Witham became a master-mariner. He cwned the house
until he was seventy-six years of age. In 1838 he sold the property to
Henry Merrill, Newburyport merchant.

Benry Merrill never lived in the home but rented it out. In 1859,
he died leaving the property to one cof his sons, William. In 1867 William
H. Husze acquired the house. Huse was the publisher of the Newburyport
Herald, held various city offices and was elected maycr shortly before his
death. 1In 1876, Huse sold this house to Timothy Haley, who later sold it to
Margaret Lyons.

This house remains today a single family residence.
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