
FORM B . BUILDiNG

IVIASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISS]ON
294 Washington Street,  Boston, MA 02108

10caEr-
cross streets and other bui ldings
or geographical  features.
Indicate north.

.{rea I  Forn no.

Al38

Newburyport

t rs q 190 Hiqh Streec

or ic Naine MrrrsF-T,earncd Hous-e-

\

0r iginal

Present

Poqi r lonna

Residence

rship : ffil Private individual
Pri .rate organizat ion

Publ ic

Original owner Unknown

RIPTION:

Date pre 1803

Source Howe11s r "Architectural
ueritffibT-Ehe neirimack

Style Federal

Architect Unknown

Exter ior  wal1 fabric Clapboards

Outbui ld ings Barn

ir>
\ \  tz

\ )16
lz
lo
ls/

nl3
=JE

H rr.* STzeef
Major al terat ions (wi th

at rear,  shed dormer

dates) addit ions

added (dates

I I  nfn

Recorded by Mary Jane St irgwolt

Orsanizat ion Off ice of Community

unknown)

Moved nrtF

Approx. acreage 34r300 sg^ f t

Sett ing on Newburyport 's  *

thorouqhfare noted for i ts excel  lent

examples of domestic architecture

dat ing from the Colonial  peqiod through
the ear ly 20th century.

Date 8-11-80

(Staple addi t ional  sheets here)



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within comnunity)

This house has several f ine Federal features. The form of the
buil6ing is two stories with deep hipped roof possibly indicating a
sl ightly earl j-er construction date than the "sguare houses" of three
stoi ies-buil t  during this period. The doorway is an elegant example
of the Federal  entrance. The semi-el l ipt ical  fanl ight  has elaborate
an6 delicate tracery as do the sidelights that f lank the door' The
entranceport ico is supported by the Roman Doric order and may be.a
later aA&lt ion. The doorway on the Southeast side of the house is
pedimented and is also supported by the'Dor ic order.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (erplain the role owners played in 1ocal or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the conrnunity)

In 1803 the Rev. James Morse, minister of  St .  Paul 's Church l ived
in this house. Morse was with the church in Newburyport between 1803
and 1842. He was also one of  the organizers of  the Merr imack Bible
Society, The Newburyport Academy and The Newburyport Athenacum.

The heirs of Rev. Morse owned the house unti l  1851 when it  was
conveyed to Enoch Wil l iams. i{ i t l iams was one of the incorporators

,_-/* of the Newburyport Stearn Cotton Company established in 1837. The
factory was tolatea at '  the foot of Strong Street "on the wharf next
above l.he Newburyport bridge. " This business was in operation only
six yssr 's anC was d. issolved in 1843.

In 1836 Wj-l l iams was one of the Directors of the Newburyport
Bank. He served as alderman in the city of Newburyport in 1856 and
1857.

In 1869 Warren Curr ier  purchased the house. He was in busj-ness

-r ,  under the f i rm name of Sumnerrswaseyrand Curr ier  at  45 Water Street.
He ownei the propertJ. 'unt i l -  1893. The house was subsecruen:J-12 owned by
A. T.  Ross. [ ienr1'  Learned purchasei  the house in ] -918 and i t  has been

. in {-he Learned fami ly s ince that date.
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