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Inventory No: NWB.2955
Historic Name: Towle Silver Manufacturing Company
Common Name:

Address: 174 Merrimac St

City/Town: Newburyport
Village/Neighborhood:
Local No:

Year Constructed: R 1866

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s):  Not researched

Use(s): Other Manufacturing; Smith Other
Significance: Industry
Area(s):

Designation(s):
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‘“EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIES (EXTRAC)

Rk \ EXISTING SURVEYS DATA | owes | - p—— : : Y STATES

HAER INVENTORY

&3 1. NAME OF STRUCTURE 2. DATE 3. NATURE OF STRUCTURE 4. INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION §
Towle Silver Manufacturing Co. 1866-1926 Silverware manufacturing : e g
8 5. LOCATION: STREET & NUMBER CITY OR TOWN COUNTY SIATE 2 =0 2
174 Merrimac Street Newburyport Essex MA Je. uscs QUAD MAP & UTM GRID REF. 3
7. OWNER OF PROPERTY ADDRESS : Newburyport West -
Towle Sllver Manufacturing Co., 174 Merrimac Street, Newburyport MA 19. 346180, 474208 ;

8. CONDITION: B¢ EXCELLENT (] GooD [] FAIR (] DETERIORATED [JRUINS [ UNEXPOSED [ JALTERED XX ACCESSIBLE TO PUBLIC

'+ DATES OF CONSTRUCTION

6] 1930 2
PRESENT

9. DESCRIPTION & BACKGROUND HISTORY : NUMBER OF STRUCTURES ; DIMENSIONS; FABRIC; STRUCTURE & FORM; SURVIVING MACHINERY, FITTINGS AND —
EQUIPMENT; APPROX. AREA OF SITE; ALTERATIONS; PRESENT USE; ENGINEER/ ARCHITECT/DESIGNER; IMPORTANT EVENTS & INDIVIDUALS.

In 1857 A. F. Towle and W. P, Jones began silversmithing in Newburyport. In 1870 E. P, Towle was admitted to
the firm. In 1873 Jones dropped out and the Towles took over sole control, manufacturing silverware and cutlery in
two small wooden buildings, now destroyed, near the present plant. The business prospered, and in 1880 the firm
moved into the buildings of the defunct Merrimack Arms and Manufacturing Company, which had been erected in
1866. The Towle Company has continued operations in this and additional buildings to the present day, The 1866
mill is four stories, with a shallow pitch roof, constructed of brick, with a stair tower which is covered with a very
handsome mansard roof, It is 150'x45'. Two 20th century additions have been made to this mill, with the walls of
which are similar in style to the 1866 building. - An ell on the river side of the main mill, 100'x100'x 50', dates
from about 1870, Two large water towers, each with cisterns of capacities of 30,000 gallons efweater, were added

around 1910. A wooden store house and machine shop, on the river side of the main mill, dates from about 1880.
It was covered with a layer of cement on lath around 1900. It is 3 stories, with a shallow pitch roof, 100'x35', A

.+ SPECIALIZED STRUCTURES (SPEC STRUC)

{90 10. PHOTOGRAPHS & SKETCH MAP ON REVERSE SIDE.concrete water vat on the bank of the river dates from after 1920,

o 11. RELATED SOURCES OF INFORMATION: HISTORICAL REFERENCES (PUBLISHED ARTICLES, MANUSCRIPTS, REPORTS, DRAWINGS, PHOTO GRAPHIC RECORDS)

Lo B CONTACTS: (NAMES & ADDRESSES OF ANYONE WITH EYE-WITNESS ACCOUNTS OR RELEVANT INFORMATION); TAPE RECORDINGS.
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11O =4 15. INVENTORIED BY: YOUR NAME ADDRESS AFFILIATION DATE H

e 2 Peter M. Molloy 800 Mass. Ave., N. Andover, MA 01845 Merrimack Valley Textile Museum 2/4/76 2

i 2
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