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Newburyport

\\ . :ss Bartlet Mall/High Street

»ric Name Superior Courthouse

Original Courthouse

—g Present__ Courthouse
¥-ship: ] Private individual
Private organization

Public Essex County

L e

40riginal owner Town of Newburyport
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location in relation to nearest
cross streets and other buildings Date 1805

or geographical features.

Indicate north. Source National Register Nomination

% Style Federal/Italianate
% Architect Charles Bulfinch
b 3 Exterior wall fabric Brick
(r\‘ [:] g, [:] [:] Outbuildings

HieH STReeT

Major alterations (with dates) building

BARRTLET { . :
Ay ALe ( renovated extensively, Italianate

——

detail added (1853)

& PotuD
i Moved Date
Approx. acreage 34:. 510 sqa, ft;
Recorded by Mary Jane Stirgwolt Setting surrounded by the Bartlet
Organization Office of Community Mall on Newburyport's main residential
Development
Date 9-13-80 thoroughfare.
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

The Superior Courthouse was designed by Charles Bulfinch and
was completed in 1805. As originally constructed the building was
Federal in style. The building was two stories with a pediment over
the center bays much like the old Market House in Market Square. The
first story had an open arcade and a belt course between the first and
second floors. The original character of the building is still visible
in the rear of the building which has not been altered.

In 1853 the front side of the Courthouse was extensively remodeled.
The original roof was removed and replaced with one of Italianate

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community)

(cont.)

The Superior Courthouse was built in 1805, to the designs of Boston's
Charles Bulfinch. The building was a grand addition to the Bartlet Mall,
which had always been a focal point of the community.

Town meetings were held in the building until the 1830's and a school
for girls was kept in one of the lower rooms during this period. On
April 18, 1834, a committee was appointed to sell all of the town's
interest in the building and on June 3, 1834, the property was conveyed
to the County of Essex.

The Superior Courthouse has served as a meetingplace and courthouse
throughout its history. It still serves that purpose for the County of
Essex and is the site of many community activities. Numerous famous
men have argued cases in this building among them Daniel Webster, and
Newburyport's Caleb Cushing.

The Superior Courthouse located on the Bartlet Mall is a focal point
for the entire City of Newburyport as well as of the High Street Historic
District. The Courthouse and the Mall have been listed on the National
Register of Historic Places.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

J. J. Currier, History of Newburyport 1764-1905, Vols. I and IT.;
W reprint, Newburyport 1977. S e

Assessor's Records 1890-1980

J. Dobbs, National Register Nomination Form, 1976.
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Office of the Secretary, Boston ook

. Superior Courthous
PrEeTry Noue Bartlet Mall -

. - 3 ] g High Street
Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below?

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED)

inspiration with heavy bracket and cornice. The brick arches were
filled in and the entire building was covered with mastic. The main
entrance of the building dates from this period and has rusticated
columns flanking the door and supporting a segmental arch above.

In 1973 the exterior of the Courthouse was renovated.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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IMPORTANCE of site to area: Great Little None SITE endangered by

4. DESCRIPTION

FOUNDATION/BASEMENT: High Regular Low’ Material: e e

WALL COVER: Wood B;lc‘l{ Stone Other\

STORIES: ¥ 27 4 CHIMNEYS: 1 2 3/4 Center End Cluster Elaborate Irregular
ATTACHMENTS: Wings Ell Shed Dependency Simple/Complex
PORCHES: 1 2 3 4 Portico Balcony Recessed

ROOF: (Ridge, Gambrel Flat Hip Mansard
Tower Cupola Dormer windows Balustrade Grillwork

] FACADE: Gable End: Front/Side) Symmetrical/Asymmetrical Simple/Complex Ornament

Entrance: Front/Side Centered Double Features:

Windows: Spacing: Regular/ Irregular Identical/Varied

Corners: Plain Pilasters Quoins Obscured

OUTBUILDINGS LANDSCAPING
5. Indicate location of structure on map below 6. Footage of structure from street —
Ao 13 1 Property has feet frontage on street
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FOR USE WITH IMPORTANT STRUCTURES (Indicate any interior features of note) |
Fireplace
Stairway

Other

GIVE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF HISTORIC IMPORTANCE OF SITE (Refer and elaborate
on theme circled on front of form) :

REFERENCE (Where was this information obtained? What book, records, etc.)

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Original Owner:
Deed Information: Book Number Page 5 Registry of Deeds




