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Inventory No: NWB.29    

Historic Name: Newburyport Superior Courthouse 

Common Name:

Address:

City/Town: Newburyport 

Village/Neighborhood:

Local No:

Year Constructed:

Architect(s): Bulfinch, Charles 

Architectural Style(s): Federal; Italianate 

Use(s): Courthouse; Public School; Town Hall 

Significance: Architecture; Law; Politics Government 

Area(s):
NWB.A: High Street District
NWB.J: Superior Courthouse and Bartlett Mall
NWB.L: Newburyport Historic District

Designation(s):
Nat'l Register District (4/30/1976); Nat'l Register District 
(8/2/1984) 
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FORM B - BUILDING 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington S t r e e t , Bos ton , MA 02108 

l o c a t i o n i n r e l a t i o n t o n e a r e s t 
c r o s s s t r e e t s and o t h e r b u i l d i n g s 
o r g e o g r a p h i c a l f e a t u r e s . 
I n d i c a t e n o r t h . 

0n U 

H-I6H ^rrze&r 

Recorded by M a r y J a n e S t i r g w o l t 
O r g a n i z a t i o n O f f i c e o f C o m m u n i t y 
Date 9 - 1 3 - 8 0 

D e v e l o p m e n t 

U 

Area Form n o . 
A 29 

N e w b u r y p o r t 

s s B a r t l e t M a l l / H i q h S t r e e t 
b r i e Name S u p e r i o r C o u r t h o u s e 
O r i g i n a l C o u r t h o u s e 
P r e s e n t C o u r t h o u s e 
s h i p : D P r i v a t e i n d i v i d u a l 

P r i v a t e o r g a n i z a t i o n 

Pub 1 ic E s s e x C o u n t y 
O r i g i n a l owner Town o f N e w b u r y p o r t 

IPTION: 
Date 1 8 0 5 

Source N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r N o m i n a t i o n 
S t y l e F e d e r a l / I t a l i a n a t e 
A r c h i t e c t C h a r l e s B u l f i n c h 
E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c B r x c k 
Outbui 1 d ings 

Maj or a l t e r a t i o n s (wi th d a t e s ) b u i l d i n g 
r e n o v a t e d e x t e n s i v e l y , I t a l i a n a t e 

d e t a i l a d d e d ( 1 8 5 3 ) 

Moved Date 
Approx. a c r e a g e 3 4 , 5 1 0 s q . f t . 
S e t t i n g s u r r o u n d e d b y t h e B a r t l e t 
M a l l o n N e w b u r y p o r t ' s m a i n r e s i d e n t i a l 
t h o r o u g h f a r e . 

( S t a p l e a d d i t i o n a l s h e e t s h e r e ) 



r 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s and 
evaluate i n terms o f other b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n community) 

The S u p e r i o r C o u r t h o u s e was d e s i g n e d by C h a r l e s B u l f i n c h a nd 
was c o m p l e t e d i n 1805. As o r i g i n a l l y c o n s t r u c t e d t h e b u i l d i n g was 
F e d e r a l i n s t y l e . The b u i l d i n g was t w o s t o r i e s w i t h a p e d i m e n t o v e r 
t h e c e n t e r b a y s much l i k e t h e o l d M a r k e t House i n M a r k e t S q u a r e . The 
f i r s t s t o r y h a d an op e n a r c a d e a n d a b e l t c o u r s e b e t w e e n t h e f i r s t and 
s e c o n d f l o o r s . The o r i g i n a l c h a r a c t e r o f t h e b u i l d i n g i s s t i l l v i s i b l e 
i n t h e r e a r o f t h e b u i l d i n g w h i c h has n o t been a l t e r e d . 

I n 1853 t h e f r o n t s i d e o f t h e C o u r t h o u s e was e x t e n s i v e l y r e m o d e l e d . 
The o r i g i n a l r o o f was removed and r e p l a c e d w i t h one o f I t a l i a n a t e ( c o n ^ - ) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE ( e x p l a i n the r o l e owners played i n l o c a l or s t a t e h i s t o r y 
and how the b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s t o the development o f the community) 

The S u p e r i o r C o u r t h o u s e was b u i l t i n 1805, t o t h e d e s i g n s o f B o s t o n ' s 
C h a r l e s B u l f i n c h . The b u i l d i n g was a g r a n d a d d i t i o n t o t h e B a r t l e t M a l l , 
w h i c h had a l w a y s been a f o c a l p o i n t o f t h e c o m m u n i t y . 

Town m e e t i n g s w e r e h e l d i n t h e b u i l d i n g u n t i l t h e 1830's and a s c h o o l 
f o r g i r l s was k e p t i n one o f t h e l o w e r rooms d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . On 
A p r i l 18, 1834, a c o m m i t t e e was a p p o i n t e d t o s e l l a l l o f t h e t o w n ' s 
i n t e r e s t i n t h e b u i l d i n g and on J u n e 3, 1834, t h e p r o p e r t y was c o n v e y e d 
t o t h e C o u n t y o f Essex. 

The S u p e r i o r C o u r t h o u s e has s e r v e d as a m e e t i n g p l a c e and c o u r t h o u s e 
t h r o u g h o u t i t s h i s t o r y . I t s t i l l s e r v e s t h a t p u r p o s e f o r t h e C o u n t y o f 
Essex a n d i s t h e s i t e o f many c o m m u n i t y a c t i v i t i e s . Numerous famous 
men have a r g u e d c a s e s i n t h i s b u i l d i n g among them D a n i e l W e b s t e r , and 
N e w b u r y p o r t ' s C a l e b C u s h i n g . 

The S u p e r i o r C o u r t h o u s e l o c a t e d on t h e B a r t l e t M a l l i s a f o c a l p o i n t 
f o r t h e e n t i r e C i t y o f N e w b u r y p o r t as w e l l as o f t h e H i g h S t r e e t H i s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t . The C o u r t h o u s e and t h e M a l l h a ve been l i s t e d on t h e N a t i o n a l 
R e g i s t e r o f H i s t o r i c P l a c e s . 

i 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
J . J . C u r r i e r , H i s t o r y o f N e w b u r y p o r t 1764-1905, V o l s . I and I I . , 

^ r e p r i n t , N e w b u r y p o r t 1977. * =-
A s s e s s o r ' s R e c o r d s 1890-1980 
J . Dobbs, N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r N o m i n a t i o n Form, 1976. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office o f the Secretary, Boston 

CcOT_nity: 

N e w b u r y p o r t 

Form No: 

2 9 
Property Name: S u P e r i o r C o u r t h o u s 

r 3 B a r t l e t M a l l -
T ,. , , . H i g h S t r e e t 
Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED) 

i n s p i r a t i o n w i t h h e a v y b r a c k e t and c o r n i c e . The b r i c k a r c h e s w e r e 
f i l l e d i n and t h e e n t i r e b u i l d i n g was c o v e r e d w i t h m a s t i c . The m a i n 
e n t r a n c e o f t h e b u i l d i n g d a t e s f r o m t h i s p e r i o d and has r u s t i c a t e d 
c o l u m n s f l a n k i n g t h e d o o r and s u p p o r t i n g a s e g m e n t a l a r c h a b o v e . 

I n 1973 t h e e x t e r i o r o f t h e C o u r t h o u s e was r e n o v a t e d . 

Staple to Inventory form at bott 
om 



tie UJ r? u «rs p Q n x )i 
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2 ^ * ^ G-€S_»v\'Con,. YY«,\| 

rial Use ' Qfrgjfl (Uog 

ia t Owner 
// (9 6" Style Q ^ r & L V ^ ^ I e l / g ^ 3 

•* he of Date _?X:> 
Itect cWi » —oiCivtcii 

»ed jdte_'ed_> -f* T*f&/t»u*A<L /Jt.<mr't»'\ ^ 
j ; : 

IMPORTANCE of s i te to a r ea : Great Lit t le None SITE endangered by_ 
4. DESCRIPTION 

Mater ia l : 
Br i ck Stone Other 

FOUNDATION/BASEMENT: High Regular Low 
WALL COVER: Wood 
STORIES: 1 2 3 4 CHIMNEYS: 1 2 3 4 Center End Clus te r E labora te I r r e g u l a r 
ATTACHMENTS: Wings E l l Shed Dependency Simple /Complex 
PORCHES: 1 2 3 4 Por t i co Balcony 
ROOF: Ridge Gambre l F la t Hip Mansard 

Recessed 

Tower Cupola D o r m e r windows Balus t rade Gri l lwork 
FACADE: Gable End: F ron t /S ide S y m m e t r i c a l / A s y m m e t r i c a l S imple /Complex Ornament 

En t rance : F ron t /S ide Centered Double F e a t u r e s : 
Windows: Spacing: R e g u l a r / i r r e g u l a r Ident ica l /Var ied 
C o r n e r s : Pla in P i l a s t e r s Quoins Obscured 

OUTBUILDINGS LANDSCAPING 
5. indicate location of s t ruc tu r e on map below 6. Footage of s t ruc tu r e from s t r e e t 

At€£\ ^ ^ P r o p e r t y has feet frontage on s t r e e t 

Map 

Recorde r 
F o r CS- ?o W 
Photo 

NOTE: Recorde r should obtain wri t ten p e r m i s s i o n f rom Commiss ion or sponsoring o rgan i ­
zation before using th is fo rm. (See R e v e r s e Side) 
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FOR USE WITH IMPORTANT STRUCTURES (Indicate any in te r io r fea tures of note) 
F i r e p l a c e 
Stairway 

GIVE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF HISTORIC IMPORTANCE OF SITE (Refer and e labora te 
on theme c i rc led on front of form) 

REFERENCE (Where was th is information obtained? What book, r e c o r d s , e t c . ) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Original Owner: 
Deed Information: Book Number Page Reg i s t ry of Deeds 


