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r ic Name Richard W. Drown House

Original  Residence

Present Residence

rship : f,l Pri.vate individual
Prj .vate organizat ion

Original  ownex

RIPTION:

Richard W. Drown

LB42

Source Curr ier ,"History of  Nbpt."

Style Greek Revival

Architect Unknown

Exter ior  wa11 fabr ic Clapboards

Outbui ld ings Garage

Area I  Forn no.
Al30
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Major al terat ions (with dates)

at rear (date unknown)

addi t ion

Moved Date

Approx. acreage 9.300 sq- f t .

Sett ing across f rom the ear

and the Court  House designed bY

Charles Bul f inch on Nbwburvport 's  main

resident ia l  thorougihfare.

(Staple addi t ional  sheets here)
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ARCHiTECTUML SIGNIFICANCE [describe irnportant architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other bui ldings within comnunity)

This house is Greek Revival  in style as were so many of the homes
that were bui l t  in Newburyport  dur ing the middle of the nineteenth
century. This house is unusual however in the degree of s imple Cetai ls
that wls used. Often the Greek Revival  inf luence is seen only in the
doorway and cornice of the bui lding. In this case the windows are
ornamented with bul l 's  eye cornerblocks as is the enclosed main entrance.
The nnrr.h i - tsel f  is supported by f  luted Greek lonic columns. The f  ront

door is f lanked by sidel ights with a large oblong l iqht.  above. I t  j -s

f lanked with loniL pi lasters. The other doorways are simple yet typical ly
Greek Revival .

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in 1ocal or state history

and how the building relates to the development of the conrnunit,v)

Richard W. Drown purchased this parcel of  land from the trustees of
the wi l l  of  Jonathan Greenleaf in 1942. Short ly thereafter he bui l t  the
two-story dwel l ing,  now 145 High Street.

Drown was born in South Newmarket,  New Hampshire in 1795. He came
to Newburyport  at  the age of about f i f teen and took up the trade of a
wateh and clock rnaker.  His shop was located on Merr imack Street opposite
the foot of  Green Street for  many years.

Mr.  Drown l ived in th is house unt i ]  h is death in IBBB. At that  t ime
he made bequests to the Howard Benevolent Society and to the Ladies
General  Char i table Society.  He also lef t  h is home to his son Thomas S.
Drown to } i -ve in unt i l  h is death at which t ime i t  was to be conveyeo to
the North Congregat ional Church and society,  " to be used only as a
parsonage for said church forever".  Drown used the rest  of  h is estate
to set up a fund for the care of ind. igent men.
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