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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)

This three story Federal "square house" has a hipped rocf and a
fine doorway dating from the turn of the nineteenth century. The front
entrance is pedimented and the door is flanked by pilasters. The
fenestration of this house was probably symmetrical when this hcuse was
built. Another change that has been made altering the character of the
structure is that the entire house has been covered with asphalt siding.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community)

This house clearly dates from the Federal period but the original owner

has yet to be documented. In 1851, this property was owned by Luther C.
Merrill. Merrill was a shoe dealer. The shoe industry was a cottage industry
that was industrialized in Newburyport during the third quarter ocf the
nineteenth century.

“he house at 14-16 Congress Street was owned by Merrill for several decades.

——uring the late nineteenth and early twentieth century this property was
owned by the Towle family. This family of silversmiths owned several houses
on Congress Street during the nineteenth century.
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