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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant architectural features and

evaluate in terns of other bui ldings within connnuni- ty)

This three story Federal-  "sguare house" has a hipped roof and a
f ine dcorway dat ing from the turn of the nineteenth century. The front
entrance is pedimented and the door is f lanked by pi las'u€IS. ' Ihe
fenestrat ion of this house was probably symmetr ical  whetr t i : j -s house was
bui l t .  A.nother change that has been rnade al ter j -ng the character of the
structure is that the ent ire house has been covered wit l :  asphalt  s iding.

HISToRICAL SIGNIFICANCE [explain the role owners played in locai or state history
and hori ' the building reiates to the developlrent of the connunity)

This hcuse clearly dates from the Federal period but the original owner
has yet to be documented. In 1851, this property was c,wned by Luther C.
Merrit l .  I , terr i l l  v;as a shoe dealer. The shoe industry vlas a cottage inCirstry
t.hat r*as industrial ize,J in Newburvport durinq the th;rd guarter of the
nineteench century.

"he house at  14-16 Cor:gress Street was owned by Merr i l l  for  several  decaCes.
.---<;urinE the late nineteenth and earJ-y twentieth centuriz this propertiz v65

owned by t.he Tovrle fam.i ly. This fani ly of si lversmiths ovrned several houses
on ConEress Street dur ing the nineteenth century.
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