
FOR,M B . BUILDING

IvIASSACHUSETTS HIST0RICAL COMMISSION
02108

Recorded by Marl t  Jane st i  rgwof t-

Organizat ion Off ice of Cotnmut ' t i  ty =
Devel-opment

Area I Fo::n no.
402

Newburvport

ress 105 Water Street

toric Name Bartle!:lqlfe-geuge*-

: Original Resi4gngg

Present Residence

rship:Sf Private individual
Piivate organization-

Pub lic

Original owner Unknown

RIPTION:
u t eF rrbt,

locat ion in relat ion to nearest
cros.s stTeets and other buildings Date Ej-ghteenth Century

or geographical features.
Indicate north.

rI Orri l Style Georcr i  an

Architect Unknown
vt{\AL{-

Exter ior wa1l fabr i"  gtaplo".a" .

Outbui ldings

Source

Maj or alterations

at rear,  f ront

(with dates) addit ion-_

entrance al tered,

window sash replaced (dates unknown)

Moved Date

Approx. acreage 7r240 sq. f t .

Sett ins in area of  mixed resident ia l

t

the Merrimack Ri-ver.Date 10-20-80

(Staple addi t ional  sheets here)



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICAI,ICE (desc:'ibe inportant architectural features and

evaluate in terms of other bui ldings within comrunit ;")

This house is a f ine example of  the homes bui l t  by Newburyportrs
mercant j- le class during the mid-eighteenth century. The two and a
hal f  story form with gambrel  roof  i :s typical ly Georgian. The rear of
the roof is pi tched, making this roof gui te unusual .  Unfortunately,
the or ig inal  entrance and window sash have been al tered and retain l i t t le
of the or iginai-  character.  Today the front entrance has features of the
Greek Revival  and Victor ian sty les.

HISTSRICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local. or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the comnrunity)

The or ig inal  owner of  th is house has yet to be documented. I t  is
noted on the 1851 Map of  Newburyport  as the property of  Wi i l iam Bart letrs
estate.  At  that  t rme Edmund Bart iet ,  Jr . ,  merchant and Nathaniel  S.
Bart let f  seaman.were l is ted as in residence at  81 and 83 Water Street.
This could possibly ha.ze been the address of  105 Water Street in 1851.

In L872, George Rolfe owned and occupied this house. Rol fe
a boatbui l -der in the f i rm of  Orne and Ro1fe,  located at  7 l -  Water
His resic; ,ence was 89 Water Street.  The number had probably been
by t i r is t ime. Orne and Rolfe bui l t  the smaIl  boats for some of
ships bui l t  by James L. Townsend and the Jackman family.  Today
house contalns f  our apar+Lments.
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BiBLIOGRAPHY andior RSFERENCET

Assessor t  s Rec'gr is
tB51 Pl-an of  Newburyoort ,  Mass. H. Mclnt i re

; ; -  LB72 Map of  the Ci ty of  Newburyport ,  Mass. D. G" Beers and Cc.
185-1.  187: Ci*-s '  Director ies
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