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REDUCING PLASTIC Bags
Newburyport is phasing in an ordinance to eliminate thin-film plastic bags with integral handles from its stores and to encourage the use of reusable bags.  The ban begins on March 29, 2015.
Are plastic bags really a problem?

Yes. Thin-film plastic bags are overused because of their low cost and convenience. Since their introduction, their impacts on the marine and land environment have accelerated.  They are so aerodynamic that even when properly disposed they frequently blow away, becoming unsightly litter.  They are also more dangerous to wildlife than other bags.  They foul boat propellers and engines, are a burden on solid waste management facilities particularly since they cannot be recycled in curb-side programs, and they clog storm drains. Coastal communities like Newburyport are both specially impacted and particularly responsible for addressing these impacts.

Are all plastic bags banned?

No. The only kind of bag that is prohibited is the thin-film plastic bag with integral handles.  These are seen most often at the checkout counter in supermarkets and pharmacies.  The ordinance does not apply to plastic bags without integral handles, or of substantial thickness, such as:

· Plastic bags for  loose items (fruits, vegetables, nuts, candies, hardware items

· Plastic bags used for frozen or fresh foods, meat, fish or poultry, flowers, or potted plants

· Plastic newspaper and door-hanger bags
· Plastic laundry, dry cleaning, or garment bags 
· Plastic garbage or pet-waste bags
What businesses are affected by the ban?

All retail shops in Newburyport are covered by the ban, but restaurants may continue to use them.

Aren’t plastic bags recyclable?

Yes, but not easily.  They cannot be put into city curbside recycling bins.  Plastic bags clog the sorting machines at our materials recovery facility. In addition to endangering the workers clearing the machines, stoppages cost thousands of dollars in lost operation time.  Newburyport residents and businesses bear these increased costs.  Both Shaw’s and Market Basket have recycling bins for recycling plastic bags. All thin film bags, including bread bags or newspaper bags, are still recyclable at those stores.
What’s the alternative – paper bags?  Aren’t they as bad as plastic bags?

No.  Like plastic bags, paper bags are not designed for repeated use and require energy and natural resources to produce and transport.  Unlike plastic bags, however, paper bags are easily recycled or composted, and do not recirculate through the environment.  The best alternatives are reusable bags. 
How will this ban affect me?

Effective March 29, 2015, Newburyport stores may offer alternative types of bag, or you may bring your own reusable bags.  Transactions involving unregulated plastic bags, such as at the dry cleaner, will not change.  Newspapers will still be delivered in plastic, and you can still buy plastic pet waste bags.
