
NewburyportPlanningBoard
June6 2012

MeetingMinutes

Themeetingwascalledtoorderat700PM

1 RollCall

InattendanceDanBowie HenryCoo PaulDahn SueGrolnic JimMcCarthy BonnieSontag
andCindyZabriskie

AbsentDonWaltersandNoahLuskin

AndrewPort DirectorofPlanning Developmentwasalsopresent

2 GeneralBusiness

ChairmanBowiewelcomedCindyZabriskietothe Board

a Approvaloftheminutes

MinutesofMay16 2012Meeting

HenryCoomadeamotiontoapprovetheminutesasamended BonnieSontagsecondedthe
motion PaulDahnabstained Themotionpassedunanimously
Minutesapproved

3 OldBusiness

a TimberlineEnterprises LLC
coBlatman Bobrowski MeadLLC

23LowStreet
MajorSitePlanReview

AttorneyLisaMead TomManetta ThomasManettaInc civilengineers andChrisOstrader
ofTimberlineEnterprises Gloucester werepresentonbehalfofthemajorsiteplanreview

AttorneyMeadsaidthecivilissueshaveallbeenaddressed suchasthe25 inchcaliper
trees the 81Xwillbe metbyfilingaperimeterplanforthesubdividedlot andwehave
providedwrittenproofofcontrolofthesite

Mr Manettasaidthereisatreescheduleonthelandscapeplan treeswillallbe25 inch
caliperwithinfiltrationplantersbehindthem Thewaterlinewasmoved totheoutsideofthe
buildings weveprovidedgates andlefttheexistinghydrantwhereitis Weverelocated
threecatchbasins pullingthemawayfrom thebuildingthreefeet Weveprovidedawider
radiusenteringthe driveandastopline
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AmembersaidthewaterlineneedstobeapprovedbytheWaterDepartment peranemail
fromEmily Andrew Port DirectorofPlanningandDevelopment saidtheyvenotheard
backfromtheWaterDepartment butitsonlyaformality Mr Manettahadbeenonthe
phonewiththeWaterDepartment asitwasattheirdirectionhemovedthewaterlines
outsidethebuildings Theplanreflectsthatchange

ChairmanBowieopenedpubliccomment Publiccommentwasclosed

BonnieSontagreadthedraftdecisionofthe MajorSitePlanReviewChairman Bowieasked
abouthearingfromtheWaterDepartmentbeforevoting AndrewPort DirectorofPlanning

Developmentsaidtheplanshowswhatsneeded

JimMcCarthymadeamotiontoapprovethemajorsiteplanreview HenryCooseconded the
motion Themotionpassedunanimously
Motionapproved

VotesCast
DanBowie approve

HenryCoo approve
PaulDahn approve

SueGrolnic approve
NoahLuskin approve
JimMcCarthy approve

BonnieSontag approve
CindyZabriskie abstaining

Duringthecourse ofdiscussionandconsiderationofthisapplication plans supporting
materials department headcomments peerreviewreports planningdepartment
commentsandotherrelateddocuments allasfiledwith theplanning departmentaspartof
thisapplicationandallofwhichareavailableintheplanningdepartment wereconsidered

4 NewBusiness

a DoloresandRichPerson
26 3032ToppansLane
InformalDiscussionaboutpotentialOSRDSubdivision

ResidentsRichandDeloresPersonpresentedanalternativeideafortheToppansLanes
Development Ms PersonhadvisitedthesitebackwhentheRindlerfamilyfirstproposed
developingit Thepastoralbeautyofthepropertyinadenselypopulatedneighborhood
madeanimpressiononher Upon learningdetailsofthe planned8000squarefootfacility
thePersonswantedtoknowiftherewassupportfordevelopingthe propertydifferently
Specifically intheeventthatthecurrentproposaldoesntgoforward wouldtheboardhave
aninterestinsomethinglessdensethatdoesmoretopreservethepropertyspastoral quality
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ChairmanBowieattestedtothe difficultyofcommentingonsomethingthatisnotbeforethe
board Previously aconventionalsubdivisionplanhadbeensubmitted Theboard had
concernsbecauseofits density ChairmanBowiecommentedthatfromthe start thisparcel
shouldhaveappealedtothehospitalmorethanitappearstohave however thecurrent
proposalmakessense

ThePersonshadreviewedthecurrentplansandsaidthe currentproposal hasconsiderably
moredensitythanthePersonswereproposing Theirideaof1012homeswouldinclude
openspaceintherearoftheproperty ThePersonswouldlikemorethanhalfthe propertyto
beopenspace ChairmanBowiesaidtheoriginalsubdivisionhadissueswithaccessand
thoseissuesstillexist

Aboardmembersaidtheycanevaluateapplicationsonlywhen theycomebeforetheboard
Applicationsthatgeneratethe mosttax revenuewhiledoingtheleastdamagetothe
environmentareviewedfavorably Thislandhasdevelopmentrightswith it andoneisthe
waiveroffset Fromtheabutters pointofview anothermembersaid therewillalwaysbean
issuewithextratraffic especiallyduringcertainperiodsoftheday Theboard iscareful
whenconsideringtheimpactoftraffic Whatsbeingproposedrightnowavoidsthatissue
altogether keeping thetrafficonthehospital sideratherthanonToppan sLane

Mr Personelaboratedthattheywouldliketodosomethingsimilartowhat theydidon
FederalStreet workingcloselywiththecity openwiththeirplanning andtakinginputfrom
everyquarter

Publiccommentwasopened

JeffRoeloffs NorthbridgeCompanysrepresentative saidthatNorthbridgecurrentlyhasthe
Rindlerpropertyunder agreement Theyexpecttobebeforetheboardshortlywiththeirplan

Publiccommentclosed

5 PlanningOfficeSubcommitteesDiscussion

a LocalHistoricDistrictStudyCommitteePresentation
AndrewPort PlanningDirector saidthe committeehadameetingearliertodayandhas
somechanges Insummary theynotarelookingtocreatemoreboards Theyrecommend
conflatingtheHistorical Commission theFruitStreetHistoricDistrictCommission andnew
LHDtocreateonecommission makingexistingprocessesmoreefficient

DougBolickandEdRamsdelloftheLHDStudyCommitteesaidtheydliketogetfeedback
onlanguageaboutthecomposition ofthenewCommission Themayorwouldnewly appoint
members 4of7members 5 regularand2alternates wouldbeDistrictresidents Thereare
morespecificguidelines forthesmallerFruitStreetDistrictandthelargerLHDwouldhave
itsown differingguidelines Thedocumentwouldcontainillustrationsandphotographsto
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provideexamplesofthe intentoftheguidelines ThereislanguageallowingtheCommission
toestablishanotherhistoricdistrictwithregulatingabilitywithoutcreatinganotherboard

DougBolicksaidtheyalsowantedtoaddressthe boardscomments asfollows
1 Backyardsviewedfromapublicway section418excludesrearfacades 2 Inthe
applicationprocess peopleshouldknowwheretheygoaftermeetingwiththeBuilding
Commission presently withmultipleboardsinthe city peoplepickwhichboardtheywant
togobefore Werenot100 convincedthatyoucansetoutahardandfastprocess
ChairmanBowiedidnotseethebenefitofmakingpeoplealwaysdoacertainthingfirst
Eachboardhasjurisdictionfordifferentthings AndrewPort Planning Development
Director saidtherearejurisdictionalissuesthatprevent aprescribedsequencefrombeing
workable 3 The Commissionplanstostayinformedaboutbuildingpermitsissuedinthe
districtthesamewayitworksnow Thebuildingcommissioneroracitizennoticesthat
somethingisoutofwhack Thethoughtofsettingupamonstrousmonitoringprocessis
worrisome Amembersaidpublishingbuildingpermitsamonthaftertheyareissuedistoo
lateandunacceptableinthisdayandage Governmentshouldbeopenandout frontabout
thingsandcurrentpermitsshouldbeonthewebsiterightaway AndrewPort Directorof
Planning Developmentsaidmanycommunitiesaretryingtoacquiretechnologytodothat
4 Aclearsequenceofeventsisinsection111 ThePlanningOffice isintheprocessof
rationalizingandcleaningupthatprocess 5 Waivingpublichearingshasbeendeleted 6
Forhandling insuranceissueswherereplacingdistinctivefeaturesisnotcovered even
thoughtheFruitStreetCommissionsaysthishasneverbeenanissue thisstudycommittee
hasaddedanewsection 419 toaddressesthis ReconstructioncomplieswiththeZoning
Ordinance replicationorduplicationindetailormaterialsarenot required Rebuildtothe
generaldesign nooneislockedintowhatwastherebefore

ChairmanBowieaskedaboutenforcement DougBolickrespondedthatitwouldbesimilar
totheFruitStreetOrdinancewherea60dayperiodisgiven andifnecessary anextension
foranother 60daysismade ChairmanBowieaskedforclarificationonthewording any
remediesoractionsthatareavailabletotheCommissioncanbetaken Ifthatisclarified
withthe 60dayruleandtheextensionoption thatwouldbefine DougBolicksaidthe
ZoningBoardalsohasenforcementauthority andwecantrememberwhentheZoning
Boardhadtoenforceanything Theideaistoworkwithpeopletoresolveissues

Amemberaskedabouttheevaluationcriteriafornewconstruction DougBolickresponded
thatithastobecomplementary Another membersaidthegeneralsenseisthatithastofitin
butuseofnewmaterialsisallowed Doug BolicksaidtheLHDStudyCommitteewouldlike
aninformalsit downbeforetheclockstartsticking Amemberaskedifthedocumentstill
saystheCommissionwill belookingforreplicasonly DougBolicksaidno thatsgone A
membersaidmorecreativityisallowedwithnewwording

Amemberaskedifrebuildingadamagedbuildingwasnotsubjecttoareview DougBolick
saidtherebuildingissubjecttoareview AndrewPortsaiditdoesnthave tobetheexact
detailandmaterial Thememberaskedifitwassubjecttothesamelevelofreviewasany
newconstruction whatwould thedifferencebetweenreconstructionandnewconstruction
be Andrew Portsaiditsaboutprotecting propertyvaluesandpublicsafety Amembersaid
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ifyourinitialresponseisyoudontlikethedirectiontheapplicantisgoing cantheapplicant
havemorethan45days DougBolicksaidyes thecommissioncanextendthattime but
onlyattheapplicant srequest

AnothermemberrestatedtheintentasnottocreateaDisneyland butitsokaytohavenew
orreconstructed housingthatenhancesorfits theneighborhood DougBolicksaid
compatible Thememberaskedwhatstandardsorguidelinesdoesthe commissionuseto

makeadecisionon compatible ReadingSection15 amemberrespondedthatmuchofit
isaesthetic Anothermembersaidthereareexampleswheremassingruinedthe
neighborhoodaesthetic Onememberrecalledatimewhentherewerenoregulationsand
wealthypeoplebuiltbighousesandothersbuiltsmallerhouses andtheywereallmixed
together Amembercommentedthattherewasmorevisual spacethen Youregoingtolook
atthestructuresoneithersideofittoseewhatfitsin Peopleliveinastreetscape not
individualhousesinisolationanddecisionsarenot madeondesigncriteriaalone The
exampleoffered wasTanneryMill 5anewstructureinahistoriclocationusingboth
innovativetechnologyandincorporating meaningfulhistoricaspects Theguidelinesare
writtentoencouragethistypeofcreativity

AndrewPortsaidtherewasnoactionbeforethecitycouncilrightnow Ahearingis
stscheduledforJune21togetsomefeedback Itwasunknownhowdetailedthecity

solicitor sreviewwasgoingtobe Amemberaskediftheboardneededtotakeanofficial
position TheLHDStudyCommitteereportstothe PlanningBoard thatsallthestatute
says AndrewPortsaidthePlanningBoardneedsonlytocommentastheyhavedoneintwo
meetingswiththe studycommittee

b ApplicationSubmissionRequirements
AndrewPortsaidthePlanningandDevelopmentofficeislookingtominimizethe amountof
paperthatapplicantssubmitbyeliminatingrequiredadditionalcopiesofmaterialsifthe
boarddoesntneedthem ThePlanningOfficewouldkeeptheoversizesheetsforall
applicantplans Amembersaidtheplans areinteresting butthetrafficandstorm water
reportscanbesummarizedandsentelectronically Theregulationsrequestsomethinglike11
copies ChairmanBowiewantedtokeepthefull sizedplansets buteventheycontain
detailstheboarddoesntneed AndrewPortwillmakesuretheboardhasthe layout
landscape andphotometricpaperworkandwillnotdistributedetailedstudiesoncatchbasins
oranything underground Detailsheetswillbe11 x17 Infuturemeetings AndrewPort
mayprojectimages fromhiscomputerforviewing

c Discussion

ChairmanBowiesaidanANRistheonlyitemforthenextmeeting Iffivepeoplecanmeet
at5pm onJune20 wecanbefinished Weneedtoknow ifDonorNoahcanmeet TheJuly
4thPlanningBoardmeetingwascancelled

AndrewPortsaidtheCityCouncildidnotapprovetheStoreyAvenuerezoning Hedoubts
theissuewillbe revisited TheWoodmansarecurrentlythesubjectofa40Binthesame
area WellhavetoseewhatTropicStardoesinthecomingweeksandmonths TheCity
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Councilmaythinktherecantbe anydevelopment particularlybecausetherearewetlandsin
theback Thatwouldbe incorrect Therightdecisionwouldhavebeentoadoptthezoning
change

AdiscussiontookplaceaboutFEMA mapsandlanguage Amembersaidtherewas
discussionaboutamailingtoPlumIslandresidents Andrew saidthemayordoesntthink
therestimetoget itdoneandfeelsabetteroptionisanotherpublichearingontheislandto
getfeedback Wevedonethebestwecantogetinformationout there

6 Adjournment

SueGrolnicmadeamotiontoadjourn
HenryCoosecondedthe motion
Motionapprovedunanimously
Meetingadjournedat834PM

Respectfullysubmitted LindaGuthrie NoteTaker
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