
NewburyportPlanningBoard
March21 2012
PlanningBoard

NewburyportCityHall
MeetingMinutes

Themeetingwascalledtoorderat701PM

1 RollCall

InattendanceHenryCoo AnneGardner SueGrolnic JimMcCarthyandBonnieSontag

AbsentDanBowie PaulDahnandDonWalters

2 GeneralBusiness
a ApprovaloftheMinutes

MinutesofMarch7 2012Meeting
AnneGardnermadeamotiontoapprovetheminutesassubmitted
SueGrolnicseconded themotion
Minuteswereapprovedwith oneabstention HenryCoo

2 OldBusiness
a MIRRACo coMillenniumEngineering Inc
255LowStreet

Modification ofApprovedSitePlan dtd952007

BrianMurray MillenniumEngineering Inc recappedthatapprovalofthemodificationwas
downtofourissues Wehavenotedonthenew modifiedplantheelevation wherethetrees
are andaddedafrontdooronthefrontfacade Associatedissuesaresidewalksand
landscapingoutfront Thereare10copiesofthoseplansintheplanningdepartment Thereis
onecopyhere

Mr Murrayaddedthattheyalsometwiththefire deputyaboutprovidingaturningradius
for theladdertruck Theresultremovedsomecurbing expandingtheimpermeablesurface
Wehitallthepointstheboardislookingforonthis Weareunderconstructionandtimeisof
the essence

Mr Murraysaidwhatyouseehereiswhatwasonthe approvedplans Wearebringinga
pipeout fromunderthebldg Wemodifiedthesidewalksandthelandscaping asyouseeon
thedrawing usingthesamenumberofplantsandsametypeofplantsaswere approved but
wemovedplantsaroundalittlebit That stheessence thosefour changeshavetakenplace
since ourlastmeeting Amemberaskediftheykepttheoriginalbikerack Mr Murraysaid
yes itsontheapproved planandthatshowwerefertoit
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BernardChristopher GreatWoodsPost BeanCo Inc saidwhentheplanwas
approved itwasapprovedwithouttheabilityoftheladdertrucktoturnaroundoutback The
regulationssaythatthe laddertruckdoesntneedtoget outbackbecausefiremencanreach
each sideandthe frontofthebuilding Creatingaturningradiusfortheladdertruckrequired
movingthebikerack Thebikerackwillprobablygointheback Membersconcurred

ActingChairJimMcCarthysaidhewas concernedthatsomeonemightlookatthe
pictureonthebuildingandsaythatsnotwhatsgoingonthere HehadaskedbothEmily
WentworthandAndrewPortofthePlanningOfficeifanyonehadcomeintoCityHallasking
about whythingswereunfoldingdifferently Let therecordshowthatitsbeenconfirmedthat
noonecameinwithconcernsaboutthisproject

ActingChairMcCarthydescribed continuouspavementtoasidewalk likewhatwas
shown asundesirablebecauseitrepresentstoo muchhardscaping Everyplantingseenonthe
westsideofyourbuildingisverysmallwhen in fact amapletreecouldfitinthereeasily
ActingChairMcCarthywantstogivethePlanningOfficesomediscretiontoaddrealtrees
notlittlebushes Hedlikeasmuchgreeneryascanbeaddedtoseparatethe seaofblacktop
fromeverythingelse ActingChairMcCarthyisgoodwitheverythingifthe curbingnextto
westandeastsidebedscouldhavesomefullsizedtrees

BonnieSontagmadeamotiontoapprovetheminorModificationofApprovedSitePlan dtd
952007

HenryCooseconded themotion
Themotionpassedunanimously

MotionApproved

VotesCast
HenryCoo approve
AnneGardner approve
SueGrolnic approve
JimMcCarthy approve
BonnieSontag approve

Duringthe courseofdiscussionandconsiderationofthisapplication plan s supporting
materials departmentheadcomments peerreviewreports planningdepartment
commentsandotherrelateddocuments allasfiledwiththeplanningdepartmentas
partofthisapplicationandallofwhichareavailableintheplanningdepartment were
considered

3 NewBusiness

a CharlesLagasse
2PipersQuarryLane

Amendment toAdoptedCovenantforPipersQuarrySubdivision
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AttorneyWilliamO Flaherty O FlahertyLawOffices Newburyportwasrepresenting
CharlesLagasse Hesaidthatin1983 Mr Lagassepurchasedpropertythatcontainedadeed
restrictionfor nomorethanfivelots Hesubmittedasubdivisionplanwithfivelotsthatwas
tobeafamilycompound TheplanincludedanapprovedprivateroadcalledPipersQuarry
LaneintothepropertyfromMerrimacStreet Thedeedrestrictionforfivelotswassetto
expirein20yearsanditexpiredin 2003

In2007 Mr LagassecamebeforethePlanningBoardwithanANRtosplitoneofthe
lots ThemotionwasapprovedonJune20 fromwhichtimeMr Lagassewasassessedforand
paidtaxesontwolots Today refinancing thepropertyisheldupbyadiscoverythatthe
PlanningBoardadoptedacovenantin1983upholdingthenowexpireddeedrestrictionfor
this property ThecovenantpreventsMr Lagassefromsecuringtitleinsurancebecausea
PlanningBoardcovenantneverexpires AttorneyO Flahertyviewsthematteras
housekeepingsincetherehavebeensixlotsonthispropertysince2007

AttorneyOFlahertyproposedanamendmenttotheadoptedcovenantthatstatesthedeed
restrictionwillbechanged from notmorethanfive lots to notmore thansixlots Each
lotowneronthecompoundisaLagassefamilymemberandeachlotownerhassignedthe
proposedamendment HebelievestheamendmentaffectsonlytheLagassefamilyonthe
compound CharlesLagassesparentsownonelot CharlesLagasse andhisfamilyown
another lot Mr Lagassesbrotherandsistereachownonelot ThefourthLagassesibling a
brothernamedKevin hasneverlivedhere Kevindoesnotplantolivehereatanytime inthe
futureandsoldhislottoCharles ThePlanningBoardapproveddividingthislotin2007
creatingoneloteach forCharlesLagasse stwochildren AttorneyO Flahertyrequestedthe
PlanningBoardaccepttheproposedamendmenttothecovenantsothatthe refinancingcango
forwardatendofthismonth

ActingChairJimMcCarthyaskedwhoabutsthislotoneitherside AttorneyO Flaherty
presentedtheFormAplantotheBoard OneabutterisCharlesLagasseandtheotherabutter
isunknown ActingChairmanMcCarthysaidtheunknownabutterhasa legalstanding

Amemberapologizedtothe presentingpartiesforplansthatwerepresentedtoPlanning
Officestaffthatwerenotmadeavailabletoboardmembersforreview Themembersaidthe
boardneedsadvice fromthePlanningBoardChairwhowasoutoftownforthe evening
Anothermemberproposedthattheboarddelegateresponsibilitytotheboard sChairtodecide
ontheboard sbehalf Mr Lagassestatedthattheproperty inquestionisintheregistryof
deedsastwolotsandrecordedthathepaidtaxesontwolots

BonnieSontagmadeamotiontodelegateauthorityforreviewinganddeciding whetherthe
amendmenttothe covenantisallowabletoChairmanDanielBowie
AnneGardnerseconded themotion
Themotionpassedunanimously

Motionapproved

VotesCast
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HenryCoo approve
AnneGardner approve
SueGrolnic approve
JimMcCarthy approve
BonnieSontag approve

5 PlanningOfficeSubcommitteesDiscussion

6 Adjournment

AnneGardnermadeamotiontoadjourn
BonnieSontagsecondedthe motion
Motionapprovedunanimously
Meetingadjournedat735PM

Respectfullysubmitted LindaGuthrie NoteTaker
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