
PlanningBoard
CityofNewburyport

NewburyportCityHall
MeetingMinutes
February16 2011

Themeetingwascalledtoorderat700PM
Aquorumwaspresent

1 RollCall

InAttendance DanBowie BonnieSontag JimMcCarthy SueGrolnic AnneGardnerand
DonWalters

Absent JuliaGodtfredsen HenryCoo andPaulDahn

EmilyWentworthandAndyPortofthePlanningOfficewerealsopresent

2 GeneralBusiness

a Approvalofthe MinutesoftheJanuary19 2011meeting

DonWaltersmadeamotiontoapprovetheminutesassubmitted
JimMcCarthysecondedthemotion
Themotionpassedunanimously

a AnnualElectionofOfficers

AnneGardnernominatedDanBowieaschairman
BonnieSontagsecondedthemotion
Themotionpassedunanimously

DonWaltersnominatedJimMcCarthyasvicechairman
DanBowiesecondedthemotion
Themotionpassedunanimously

SueGrolnicnominatedBonnieSontagasSecretary
AnneGardnersecondedthemotion
Themotionpassedunanimously

b ElectionofPlanningBoardRepresentativetotheCommunityPreservationCommittee

AnneGardnernominatedDonWalters
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BonnieSontagsecondedthemotion
Themotionpassedunanimously

3 NewBusiness

a SymesDevelopment
OleoWoodsOSRDDefinitiveSubdivision
InformalDiscussionregardingpotentialplanmodifications

JeffRhuda ofSymesDevelopment statedthattheyhavebeenintalkswiththeownerofthe
propertyduringthelast twoweeks Theyhavesecuredacontracttopurchase theproperty
conditionedonseveralchangestotheapprovedpermits However thebankhasdecidedtogo
aheadwithaforeclosureonthepropertyonFebruary24 2011 SymesDevelopmentwillneedto
cometoanagreementwiththeownerbefore thatdate

Theyarelookingtomakechangestothearchitecturaldesignofthehomesthatwereapproved
theexteriormaterials andthedrivewaymaterial Thenewproposedplanwouldactually
decreasethesizeofthehomesandcreatemuch lessimpervioussurface Mr Rhudastatedthat
theyneedtobuildtothemarketandthatthehousingthatbelongsonthispropertyshouldnotbe
aselaborateaswhatwasapprovedbefore

Theywouldinstall vinylBoardmemberaskedwhatexternalmaterialsarebeingproposed
sidinginsteadofclapboardsandpouredconcreteorwoodwalkways

ThehomepriceswouldBoardmemberaskedwhatthestartingpriceofthehomeswouldbe
startat 450000

Boardmembernoted thatSymesDevelopment didnotusevinylsidingonthehomes inMoseley
Mr Rhudastatedthatthatiscorrectandmanyofthehomeowners areunhappyVillage

aboutitbecausetheydonotlikehavingtopayfortheexteriortoberepainted The
PlanningDirectoratthetimeimposedthattherebewoodensiding Theyinstalledhardy
plankinMarbleheadandaregettingresistancefromthehomeowners Theyoffer
clapboardingasanoptionandmostpeopledonotwantit

BoardmemberstatedthatshedidnotbelievethatSymes wouldbereachingthefirsttime home
Mr Rhudastatedthatresearchsuggeststhatbuyermarketwiththehousedesignatthisprice

thisisanaccuratepricerangeforcurrentfirsttimehomebuyers Theywanttokeepthe
homepricesbelow 500000

Boardmemberstatedthatshebelievesthereneeds tobesomeseparationbetweenthegarages
andthehomes

Boardmemberstatedthathe believesthisprojectwouldbeabenefittotheCitybyproviding
openspaceandfinallyseeingthis landdeveloped Theproposalisacceptabletohim Helikes
thesizeofthehomes andiscomfortablewithwhereSymesisgoingwith theplan
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SymesDevelopmentwillworkonthedrainagesystemdesign withthepeerreviewengineer

Boardmemberstatedthatheisnotfororagainsttheproposedplan Heneedsmoretimetothink
aboutit Iftheproposalisequalorbetterthanheisforit Ifitislessthanwhatwasapproved
thenhecannotseewhy theboardshouldmodifytheapprovals Mr Rhudanotedthatthenew
planproposeslessimpervioussurface betterinfiltrationandswales andachangein
architecturaldesigntoreduce thesizeofthehomes

ParcelBcanbesubdividedandbothlotswouldbeconforming 10000squarefootlots

Boardmemberstatedthatifthetworetentionareaswereminimizedwhenredesigning thestorm
watersystem itwouldbelookeduponfavorablybytheboard

Boardmembernotedthatdesigningthehomeswithfrontporches wouldreallyhelptocreatea
senseofcommunity

4 PlanningOfficeSubcommitteesDiscussion

a ReportonJoint PublicBenefit MeetingofthePlanningBoard ZoningBoard
HistoricalCommission andAffordableHousingTrust

Theboarddiscussed thejointpublicbenefit meeting Theboardwouldlikewritten
documentationofwhatexactlytheotherboardsarelookingfor fromanapplication Thiswould
provideamoreformalizedversionofotherboard srequirements Eachboardlearnedsomething
newaboutalloftheotherboards

b DiscussionregardingCharterCommissionrecommendationsaffectingtheBoard

Thereisafinalreportthatincludesallofthecommission srecommendationstodate Theboard
discussedtherecommendations Therationalefor recommendationsisthatithelpsMayorstobe
strongandincontroloftheiragendaasMayor ThePlanningBoard ZoningBoard and
ConservationCommissionchairmenwilldraftajoint letterinoppositiontotherecommendations
tobesenttotheCharterCommission ChairmanBowiestated thattheboardsarenotan
extensionoftheMayorinanycommunity theyaresupposed tohaveindependence The
proposedrecommendationsdiminishtheboards Theboardchairshavealwaysbeenvotedinby
consensusoftheotherboardmembers

Boardmemberstatedthatoneresultoftherecommendationsbeingenactedisthatapplicants
wouldconstantlybebeforetheMayortryingtopersuadehimhertoapprovetheirapplication
TheMayorhasauthorityovertheBuildingCommissionerandhasotherpowers Currently
applicantscanappealtotheMayor iftheyarenothappywiththedecisionofoneoftheboards
Ms SontagwillcalltheCharterCommissionconsultanttoseeifthereisawaytogetthe
recommendationsreconsidered
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5 Adjournment

Motionmadetoadjourn
Motionseconded
Motionapprovedunanimously
Meetingadjournedat915PM

Respectfullysubmitted JenniferStone NoteTaker
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