
PlanningBoard
CityofNewburyport

NewburyportCityHall
MeetingMinutes
January19 2011

Themeetingwascalledtoorderat700PM
Aquorumwaspresent

1 RollCall

InAttendance BonnieSontag JimMcCarthy JuliaGodtfredsen HenryCoo PaulDahn and
DonWalters

Absent DanBowie SueGrolnic andAnneGardner

EmilyWentworthandAndyPortofthePlanningOfficewerealsopresent

2 GeneralBusiness

a Approvalofthe MinutesoftheJanuary5 2011meeting

BonnieSontagmadeamotiontoapprovetheminutesassubmitted
HenryCoosecondedthemotion
Themotionpassed unanimously

3 NewBusiness

a CityofNewburyportDepartmentofPublicServices
7SpringLane
MajorSitePlan Review

Thenoticeofpublichearingwasreadaloudfortherecord

Theapplicant reviewedtheproject Itisathreephaseproject Water istreatedatthe water
treatmentplantand thenflowsbygravitytoaclearwellwhere thewaterisdisinfected The
clearwellalsoservesasawetwelltomaintainpressureinthestoragefacilitiesthroughout the
city anditpumpswaterbacktothefacilitytocleanthefilters Theclearwellwasbuilt inthe
1930sandthepumpstationwasbuiltinthe1880s Bothareinverypoorconditionandwould
bereplacedinPhaseOne Theplanproposestobuilda newclearwellandanewpumpstation
Theapplicantidentifiedwhere theclearwellwouldbelocatedonthesite Theapplicanthasalso
addressedstormwaterrequirementsonthesite Theclearwellwillbeburied andthepump
stationwillbeatgradelevel Theexistingpump stationwillbedemolishedandgrass trees and
shrubswillbeplantedinthatlocation Therewillbeanewaccessroadandanewnaturalgas
backupgeneratorinstalled
Afterthepeerreview theplanwasrevisedsothatregularpavementwillbe usedandthestorm
waterrunofffrom thepavementwillbecollectedandthenfilteredthrough thelagoons Thiswas
toaddressChristiansen Sergeisconcernaboutcollecting andtreatingthewaterwiththe
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highestpollutantcontent Theswalesoneither sideoftheclearwellstructurewereeliminated
Therewillalsonowonlybeonedischargepointintotheriver

Theapplicantpresentedelevationdrawingsofthesite

ArepresentativefromChristiansenandSergeiwaspresentandstated thattheapplicanthastaken
careofanyconcernsthatwereraisedduringthepeerreviewprocess

Boardmemberaskediftheoldpumpstructureisgoingtobeabandoned Heisconcernedabout
Thepumpstationwill bedemolished Theapplicantwilltherebeingasbestos inthat location

hireahazardous surveyfirmtoassesstheamountofleadandasbestosin thestructure

TheBoardmemberaskedwhatwillbe theuseofthesmall dieselgeneratoronthesite
generatorwillberemovedfromitsexisting locationandwillbeusedatthenewwater
pumpstation

BoardmemberaskedifthisprojectfallsundertheCitysnewstormwatermanagement
DEPisworkingwiththeapplicantonthenewordinanceregulations

Boardmemberaskedifanyoftheworkbeingdoneinanyofthephasesoftheprojectwill
Itwill improvethe reliabilityofthe waterbutnoneoftheimprovewaterqualityintheCity

treatmentprocessesarebeingchangedaspartofthisproject

Yes fencingwillbeinstalledinBoardmemberaskediftherewillbeanyfencinginstalled
PhaseThree

Boardmemberaskediftherewillbeanyambientlightfromthepumpstationthatcoulddisturb
Thefloodlightfixturehasamanualswitchandwillthesurroundingresidentialproperties

onlybeusedifmaintenanceneedstobedoneatnightontheclearwell

YesBoardmemberaskediftheutilitieswillbe underground

No therearenoBoardmemberaskediftheventpipeonthebuildingwillgenerateanyodor
chemicalsinthebuilding Thepipesarejustforventilation

TheseplantingsaremitigatingtheBoardmemberaskedaboutthemitigationplantingarea
smallareaoftreeswithinthebufferzonethatarebeingremoved Thiswasapprovedby
theConservationCommission

Thedraftdecisionwasreadandamended

HenryCoomadeamotiontoapprovethemajorsiteplan
PaulDahnsecondedthemotion
Themotionpassedunanimously
VotesCast
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JimMcCarthy approve
BonnieSontag approve
PaulDahn approve
JuliaGodtfredsen approve
HenryCoo approve
DonWalters approve

Duringthecourseofdiscussionandconsiderationofthisapplication theapplication
plans supportingmaterials departmentheadcomments peerreviewreports
planningdepartmentcommentsandotherrelateddocuments allasfiledwiththeplanning
departmentaspartofthisapplicationandallofwhichareavailableintheplanning
department wereconsidered

4 PlanningOfficeSubcommitteesDiscussion

a MasterPlan ProposedZoningAmendmentsandDesignReviewDiscussion

CounciloratLarge BarryConnell waspresentfor thediscussion

Mr Portasked theboard membersfortheirfeedbackona varietyoftopics Theissuesdiscussed
includedmarketingstrategiesandtourism withspecificdiscussiononpreservingthecharacter
ofthedowntownarea theRailTrail andtheentrancestotheCity Mr PortnotedthattheMayor
isattemptingtogettheCitydesignatedastheCoastGuardCity Discussionofdevelopmentof
thewaterfront whetherthereshouldbea hotelon thewaterfrontand ifso thesize type and
location Discussionofparkinginthedowntownarea

DiscussionofthebenefitandworthoftheOSRDandIVCSpecialPermitandhowtoimprove
theprocess Suggestionsincludedhavinganinformalpreapplication discussionwith the
applicanttodetailwhatisconsideredpublicbenefit

Discussionofchangesofuseintheindustrialpark

Discussionoftheboardbecomingresponsiblefordesign reviewintheCityandconsequently
havinganarchitectasaboardmember

Discussionofsignageenforcement

5 Adjournment

Motionmadetoadjourn
Motionseconded
Motionapprovedunanimously
Meetingadjournedat938PM

Respectfullysubmitted JenniferStone NoteTaker
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