
NewburyportPlanningBoard
November16 2011

PlanningBoard
NewburyportCityHall

Themeetingwascalledtoorderat707PM

1 RollCall

InattendanceDanBowie HenryCoo Paul Dahn AnneGardner JuliaGodtfredsen Jim
McCarthyandBonnieSontag
AbsentSueGrolnicandDonWalters
AndrewPort DirectorofPlanningandDevelopmentarrivedat720PM

2 GeneralBusiness

a Approvaloftheminutes

MinutesofNovember2 2011Meeting
AnnGardnermadeamotiontoapprovetheminutesaswritten
BonnieSontagsecondedthe motion
Minutesapprovedaswritten
VotesCast
DanBowie approve

HenryCoo abstain
PaulDahn abstain
AnnGardner approve
JuliaGodtfredsen abstain

Jim McCarthy approve
BonnieSontag approve

b CorrespondencefromNewburyportAffordableHousingTrustre potentialVICon
ParkerStreet

APlanningBoardmemberaskedtobetterunderstand thepricingofunitsandinquired
aboutmethodstoinfluencehowthe unitsaremaintained

Amemberaskediftherewereseparateunits Anothermemberansweredthattherewere
twobuildingsandaskedifpricingwouldbereasonable One membermentionedtheyare
addingfourunits Anothermemberstatedthat theyarenot providingthe sameplan
viewsfortheotherbuildings

3 OldBusiness

a BradKutcher
251MerrimacStreet
SectionVICSpecialPermit
Continuedfrom11211
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ChairmanDanielBowiesaidconditionsdiscussed previously thetreeand preservation
issues haveallbeenaddressedandtheboardisready tovote Heaskedforconfirmation
ofthe bricksidewalksagreement

APlanningBoardmemberrememberedthechoicewas bricksidewalksand 15Kornon
bricksidewalksand 25Kdonationtothe NewburyportAffordableHousingTrust

BradKutcherstated betweenthebrickversusconcretesidewalk theywantthebrick
withagrassstripbetweenthecurb

Nopubliccomment

TheproposedSpecialConditionsfrom AndrewPort PlanningOffice werereadoutloud

BradKutchersaidareferencetothebricksidewalks isontheactualplan Thereforeit
wouldnotbenecessarytohaveaspecialconditionstatingthisrequirement

TheboardaskedBradKutchertoreadtheconditionsbeforestartingtopullbuilding
permitsandsaidifthereareissues toworkitoutwith thePlanningOffice ThePlanning
BoardthankedBradKutcherforhisflexibilityandpatience

Anne Gardnermadeamotion toapprovetheSectionVICSpecialPermit
BonnieSontagsecondedthe motion
Motionapprovedaswritten

VotesCast
DanBowie approve

HenryCoo approve
PaulDahn approve
AnnGardner approve
JuliaGodtfredsen approve

JimMcCarthy approve
BonnieSontag approve

Duringthe courseofdiscussionandconsiderationofthisapplication plan s
supportingmaterial s departmentheadcomments peerreviewreports planning
departmentcommentsandotherrelateddocuments allasfiledwiththeplanning
departmentaspartofthisapplicationandallofwhichareavailableintheplanning
department wereconsidered

4NewBusiness

5PlanningOfficeSubcommitteesDiscussion
aZoningAmmendments
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ChairmanDanielBowie summarizedtheunresolvedJointPublicHearingzoningissues
Thelotwidthminimumamendmentwasnotdiscussed Theproposedtableofuses
amendmentregardingacommunitycenterwas notapprovedduetolackofspecificity in
thedefinition AndrewPortwillrefinethelanguage forconsiderationatthenext joint
publichearingonthis issue

lotwidthminimumproposalAndrewPortsaidthe mightstayin committeeuntilthe
endoftheyear thendie TheproposalhasbeenreferredtothePlanningOfficefor
rewording

ChairmanBowie askedAndrewaboutthelotwidthminimumissues Andrewresponded
thatitsthesamelanguageas lasttime withconcerns aboutgrandfatheredlotsnot
adheringtothe newrequirement ThefeedbackAndrewreceivedfromthecitycouncil
subcommitteeonPlanningandDevelopment regardingnewlotsadheringtoalotshape
requirementwas1 theydconcedeto insteadofasquare 75 toshrinkthesquare 2
itsoneroustochangethatsquaretoacircletofreeupthecornersand3 toeliminateold
languageforauniversallanguagethatappliestoeveryone

Andrewspreferencewouldbetohaveastandard sayingtheissueismoreaboutwhat
peoplecanacceptforastandard Hestryingtominimizechanges HesaidBarryConnell
isgettingfeedbackfromhismembersaswellasthecommunitythatthelanguageistoo
stringent

ChairmanBowiewonderedhowitwouldworkorbemeaningful Andrewsaidhehas
notanalyzedhowmanyexisting lotswouldbeaffectedbyproposedchanges Hecantake
alookathowthis wouldplayoutfor eachofthesescenarios butnomatterwhatwedo
therewillbeexceptions APlanningBoardmemberexpressedconcernaboutdensityand
configurationsthatwouldresult sayingitwouldbehelpfultoseeit

Onemembercitedanegativeexampleofaporkchop shapedlotonColumbusAvenue
Anothermembersaidsomeporkchoplotsarefine others arenot 6Cscandothesame
thingsothiswillbetricky

ChairmanBowiesaidevenifwedontgetanythingoutofthis hewouldliketotryagain
forthosepeoplewhocareaboutlotwidthminimum Ifthe75 circleisntmeaningful
letsgoforthesquareandseeifitsvoteddown

APlanningBoardmembersuggestedremovingreferencestoeverythinggoingbackward
AndrewPortsaidweretryingtoaffectonlylotsgoingforward butthereareissueswith
that Thecouncildoesntwanttohurtgrowth

Another membersaidinsituationsthatdontmeetthespeciallotwidthminimum gofor
aspecialpermitwiththePlanningBoardandwelltakealookatwhatmakes sensefor
eachsitewherethereareissues workingonacasebycase basis
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Amembernotedthatgrandfatheringwasthenonconformingpartofthecode How
effectiveisthatlanguagetoleaveitin

Andrewrecommendedgoingwithasingledefinitionforallhousesstatingthatthe
problems arewith howitswritten Currentlyitstoohardtounderstand Theres
resistancetohaving amidpointdefinitionwithalltheseparallellines Whatsneededisa
simplerdefinition IfthePlanningBoardfeelsinclined itmakessenseforyoutomakea
recommendation Thatneedstobeonouragenda forthe Decembermeeting Chairman
Bowiesaidhe leftitthatheandBarrywouldbetalkingfurther

ThePlanningDirectorupdatedtheboardonthe statusofproposedzoningamendments
beforethecitycouncil

Whittier BridgefilingThe withtheConservationCommissionisDecember1 andthe
monthofDecemberwill bemeetingsandpubliccomment Itsmovingfasterthanitwas
before

TheWasteWaterTreatmentFacilityquestionoflandscapingisbeingdelayed The
Boardaskedforacompletedlandscape architectureplan PeterHartfordhassaidhe
wouldreturnwitharesolutionbutsubsequentlycommunicatedthattheyarenotcoming
backandwillcomplywiththeBoardsdecision

However themayorseeksacompromisewhereshecancommittoaspecificdatethe
workwouldbedoneinPhase2 Andrewsaidpossiblytherearesomesmallerareas
wheretheyaremovingequipmentanddontwanttoputinvegetationyet likeleaving
thepathundone Theyarestartingtocleanthingsupnow Plansforshadingtheparking
lotblocksabeautifulview thelandscapingonthis shouldbereworked

signageprojectAndrewsaidStoreyAvehastogobeforeMassDOTwhereitwillhave
averylowpriority

Adjournment
Motionmadetoadjourn

Motionseconded Motionapprovedunanimously
Meetingadjournedat915PM

Respectfullysubmitted LindaGuthrie NoteTaker
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