
Human Rights Commission of Newburyport (formerly the Commission for 
Diversity and Tolerance) 
Meeting Notes 
April 6, 2017 
Senior Community Center  
Meeting 7:00 P.M.  
 
Attendance: Tom Getz, Sheila Trieff, Beth Horne, Kat Preftes, Margaret 
McQuillan, Shawn Flaherty, Hannah Wilson, Judy Lacroix,  Sheila Trieff, 
Kathleen Shawn, Rabbi Ben Resnick 
 
Guests: Victoria Carr, Nancy Peace, Owen Davis (prospective Nock student rep), 
Matt Davis (Owen’s dad) 
 
Call To Meeting 7:05 P.M. 
 
Due to P. Blaiwas’ absence it was decided to move the agenda item about 
requesting a liaison with NPD to the May meeting. 
 
K. Preftes read the mission statement and elaborated that the HRC responds to 
incidents and provides advocacy. 
 
Public Comment: The public was invited to speak but had no comments 
 
Minutes: 
Approved Minutes of March 2, with amendments 
Approved Minutes of March 27 with amendments 
 
 
Peace Prize April 26th at 6:30 P.M. 
Reviewed checklist for the event 
 

Entertainment: River Valley Charter School and RAN will perform 
 

Contact families: K. Preftes will send a script for the families and each 
school representative will contact. 

 
Custodian: K. Preftes to coordinate with the city hall custodian. 

 
Refreshments: H. Wilson and K. Shaw will handle refreshments.  

 
Brochures:  P. Blaiwas and K. Preftes to update and print either at the 
Superintendents Office or at Central Congregational Church 

 
Speakers: Rabbi Resnick may speak. Mayor to offer an introduction 
  



 
Flowers: T. Getz to obtain flowers 

 
Presenters’ packet: Folder, certificate, letter- 
K. Preftes  and P Blaiwas to update and print certificate and prepare 
packet 

 
Decorations: K. Shaw to supply the decorations (Peace Flags) 

 
Funding-Donations from Institution and Five Cents Savings Bank; Friends 
for Peace will cover the balance, S. Flaherty has obtained and will arrange 
for Jabberwocky gift certificates  

 
Photography- Sheila. K to invite families and student forward-remind the 
teachers to pause for photos during ceremony.  J LaCroix will contact 
Daily News Photographer.  

 
Press release: With the winners-Kat to send out release and contact the 
press. 

 
Invites: City Council and School committee Superintendent could 
introduce SC 

 
Adult Nominees: There is one adult nomination from Nancy Earls at the 
Learning Enrichment Center. K. Preftes will forward the description once 
again for us to forward to out contacts. There was a conversation about 
whether we would nominate someone who was a former member of this 
commission. It was decided to reach out beyond the commission. A 
conversation ensued about gender, and we decided that we would look at 
the form for next year. 

 
Youth Nominees: Everything must be in by Thursday. Schools: 
Bresnahan, Molin, IC, Charter, RAN 

 
Children’s Event during Yankee Homecoming-J. Lacroix to follow up with A. 
Ibrahim.  FFP would help sponsor 
 
Human Rights Resolution Discussion-The HRC was invited by the mayor to 
participate in an open meeting on April 12th at 6:30 P.M. at City Hall Auditorium 
between the HRC and General Government Committee/Committee of the Whole.  
 
Discussion about the resolution: 
 

Strengthen resolution or supporting the sanctuary city resolution.  
 
What are the cons? 



Will the police be included? 
 

Human rights should not be based on fear of economic retaliation. 
 

Considered added a line to the HRC mission statement protecting 
refugees and immigrants.  

 
How much of Newburyport Police funding comes from D of J.  

 
Discussed whether to support Sanctuary City and agreed to decide at a 
future meeting. We agreed that the content of the resolution is more 
important than what it is called.  

 
T. Getz shared some of his research on sanctuary city. 

 
Guest: There is a need to understand where the city stands on this issue.  

 
K. Preftes will reach out to the mayor to find out whether the police are to 
be present and will ask for clarification on current policy. A police 
representative will be requested for the May meeting. Bullet points were 
based on submission by A. Ibrahim, who could not be present at the 
meeting. 

 
Bullet points below were unanimously approved by a quorum of all voting 
commissioners present to bring to the April 12th meeting. 
 

• Local law enforcement will not profile individuals based on race, ethnicity, 
color, or name. 

 
• Local law enforcement will not check immigration status of individuals 

except in situations where a felony or serious crime (defined as a felony 
and more than 365 days in jail) has occurred. 

 
• Local law enforcement will not detain individuals for the sole purpose of 

reporting them to ICE except in situations where a felony or serious crime 
(defined as a felony and more than 365 days in jail) has occurred. 

 
• Local law enforcement will not hold individuals solely for the purpose of 

transferring them to ICE custody, except in situations where a felony or 
serious crime (defined as a felony and more than 365 days in jail) has 
occurred.  

 
• Local law enforcement will not delay the release of individuals who were 

initially held or detained for other reasons in order to report them to ICE. 
 



• Local law enforcement will not act as agents of ICE, and will not track, 
arrest, and/or detain individuals solely on account of their immigration 
status. 

 
New Chair- 
The conversation was tabled until the May meeting. K. Preftes will serve through 
June to complete the fiscal year. Commission will vote at the June meeting.  
 
Check-in with Commissioners: 
 
K. Preftes: Documentary-Fire at Sea at the Firehouse on Sat April 8th, 6 pm 
reception, 7 pm and 30 minute panel conversation. K. Preftes will be part of the 
panel conversation after the documentary is shown. 
 
K. Preftes: Mini grants- We can revisit mini-grants for the fall.  
 
B. Horne: Debby Irving event in Melrose on April 24th- Send the flyer 
 
K. Shaw: relayed a story about a client that was stopped by the police.  
 
J. Lacroix–Special Outreach Academy -disability class graduating with a diversity 
and tolerance component. At Essex Technical High School- Wed at 10-noon.  
 
N. Peace-Police/Community Dialogue FRS May 3rd 7-8 P.M.  
 
M. McQuillan - Analiese Newburyport Choral Society, Words from Anne Frank’s 
diary. May 6 and 7  
 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED 9:10 P.M. 


