
NewburyportHistoricalCommission

DraftMinutesofthe16August2012Meeting
1 CalltoOrder

TheregularlyscheduledmeetingtheNewburyportHistoricalCommissionwascalledtoorderat
740in theCityCouncilChambers CityHall Present SteveDodge TomKolterjahn Ned
McGrath LindaSmiley BillTodd andMargaretWelch

2 DemolitionApplications

30MunroeStreet PrestonCarey applicant Mr Careypresentedhisplanstotakedowna
backporchbuiltaftertheoriginalbuildingsca 1850date NHCmembersacceptedthe
demolitionplansaspresentedandreleasedtheporchfordemolition 6yes

3 ReviewofMinutes

Theminutesof2Augustwere approvedwithemendations 5yes 1abstention Inthereviewof
theminutes NHCmemberKolterjahnsaidthathewoulddoublecheckwith theownerof251
MerrimacStreetre replication litesontheOaklandStreetdoor

ChairSmileysuspendedthe publicmeeting

4 PublicHearingfor55 57BromfieldStreet

At745ChairSmileyopenedthepublichearing

Mr TomPiekarskiofConcordiaHomespresentedhisplanstodemolishthestructureand
replaceitwithatwo familyhouse HenotedthatNHCmembershadmadeasitevisit The
plansforthereplacementstructureweredated3August2012 MembersdiscussedwithMr
Piekarskitheirconcernsthatthenewstructurewould overpower theneighborhood The
currentbuildingis28feethigh thereplacementbuildingis33feethigh MrPiekarskisaidthe
thehousebehindwas35feetandtheoneacross was33feethigh

Noonespoke infavorofthedemolition

Noonespoke inoppositionofthedemolition

WilliamHarrisof56LimeStreetspokeofhisconcernwith theprocess Hesaidthatithadbeen
51dayssincetheZBAgrantedaspecialpermitandwasconcerned thattheZBAwas not
receivingNHCexpertiseinatimelymanner

Mrs Lyndi Lanphear 347HighStreet inquiredwhat groupMr Harriswasrepresenting Mr
Harrisrepliedthatheworkedwith manypeople
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ChairSmileyclosedthepublichearingat801

Sheresumedthepublicmeetingat802

5 DemolitionApplications cont

55 57BromfieldStreet ConcordiaHomes applicant NHCmemberKolterjahnsaidthat
theconditionofthehousewas deplorable andthathecouldnotresolvehowtorestoreit He
reiteratedhisconcernabouttheheightofthereplacementstructure Hesaidthatthereplacement
structure beingagambrelshape shouldbeshorterthanthefederalerabuildingsnearby Mr
Piekarskisaidhe thoughtthat itwouldfitin HeagreedwithMr Kolterjahnthat the
replacementstructurehe hadbuiltonHancockStreetwastootall

ChairSmileyagreedthatthebuildingwasintoughshape Sheaskedaboutthepossibilityof
droppingthereplacementstructurebyonefoot notingthattheproposedfloorwas8feet 6
inches Hesaidthathewouldconsulthisarchitect Hewillsavethemantelpiecesandmightsell
thebeams Mrs Lanphearinquired whethertheNHCwastellingMr Piekarskihowtodealwith
interiors ChairSmiley notedthattheNHCcouldnotmaketheownersaveinteriorfeatures
MemberKolterjahn saidthathewouldappreciateflexibilityabouttheheight

TheNHC votedtoreleasethebuilding notingthat thebuilderwouldlowertheproposed
buildingheightbyonefoot 6yes

ChairSmileysuspendedthepublicmeetingat810

ChairSmileyopenedthepublichearingfor23OakStreetat811

6 PublicHearingfor23OakStreet

23OakStreet GeorgeHaseltine applicant AttorneyLisaMeadpresentedtheapplicationfor
Mr Haseltine ShenotedthatprojectarchitectChris Crumpnotedinhis27Juneletterthatthe
houselacked distinctivefeatures andhadbeenmodifiedovertime Fivelettersofsupport
fromOakStreetneighborswerepresented ChairSmileyrequestedthatthebuildingbe
designatednothistoricallysignificantorthatthebuildingbereleasedfordemolition

ChairSmileyaskedwhetheranyone wishedtospeakinfavorofthedemolition SimonPanall
21OakStreet spokeinfavor Hesaidthat thebuildinghadbeenchoppedupandthatthe
replacementcape stylehousewouldfit intotheneighborhood ElizabethValerinari 29Oak
Street saidthat thehousebelongedtoheruncleandaunt Althoughitheldhappymemories for
her itwouldnotbea greatlossandthatthereplacementstructurewouldfitintotheothercapes
MikeWebber representinghisaunt spokeabouttheadditionaddedaftertheypurchasedthe
housein1956

Noonespokeinoppositiontothedemolition
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ChairSmileyclosedthepublichearingat817 Sheresumedthepublicmeeting

7 DemolitionApplications cont

NHCmemberKolterjahnsaidthatafterseeingthehouse inits settinghebelieveditwasnotan
historicasset TheNHCrescindedthedeterminationofhistoricsignificance thusreleasingthe
housefor demolition 6yes

8 OldBusiness

ArchitectAileenGrafprovidedanupdateon the51HighStreetbarn Theownerswillretainthe
barnandmoveit180degrees Itwillreceiveanewfoundation thewindowswill remain The
NHCmovedtoapprovetheplansaspresented 6yes

NHCmemberKolterjahnprovidedanupdateon thePowderHouse Electricalserviceshadbeen
donatedanddraininginstalled Hediscussed planstoprovidehandicappedaccess suggestinga
curvingpermanentgranite rampwithatemporaryaluminum ramp Theopeningwillbe
celebrated20September and thePowderHousewillparticipateinTrailsandSails

9 CorrespondenceReceived

TheNHChadreceivedthat finalarchaeologicalreportre thewastewaterproject Itwas
suggestedthatitbe postedontheCityswebsite

Meetingadjourned840
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