
NewburyportHistoricalCommission
CityHallAuditorium

July19 2012
Minutes

1 CalltoOrder
AregularmeetingoftheNewburyportHistoricalCommissionwascalledtoorderby
ChairLindaSmileyat730pm

2 RollCall
InattendanceweremembersLindaSmiley TomKolterjahn NedMcGrath Bill Todd
StephenDodgeandMargaretWelch

3 Applications
ConcordiaHomes Inc
55 57BromfieldStreet
FullBuildingDemolition
Theapplicantsaidhehasenteredintoanagreementwiththeownerofthestructureand
wouldliketo start theclock onthedemolitiondelay Hesaidhebelievesthehouseis
beyondrepair theridgeiscracked thewallshavepushedoutandthereiswetanddry
rot TomKolterjahnsaidthehouseismucholderthanthe1894datethatis listedonthe
application LindaSmileymovedthatthestructureishistoricallysignificant Tom
Kolterjahnsecondedthemotion Themotionwasunanimouslyapproved Asitevisit
willtakeplaceonTuesday July 24at600pm

GeorgeHaseltine
23OakStreet
FullBuildingDemolition
Theapplicantsaidthehousehasbeendrasticallychangedovertheyearsandtheoriginal
characteristicshave beenlost Vinylsidingandreplacementwindowshavebeenadded
tothestructure Theapplicantsaidhedoes notbelievethestyleofthehouseis
characteristicoftheneighborhoodandhewouldliketoconstructalargerstructurethat is
moreinkeepingwithitscontext LindaSmileymovedthatthestructureishistorically
significant TomKolterjahnsecondedthemotion Themotionwasunanimously
approved AsitevisitwilltakeplaceonTuesday July24at630pm

4 PublicHearing
JeannePetrillo
182HighStreet
DemolitionofCarriageBarn
LisaMead appearedfortheapplicant whoisrequestingthecarriagebarn whichdates
fromthelate1800sorearly1900s be releasedfordemolition Shesaidtheapplicant is
notsureatthistimeifshewouldrebuild thebarn ornot

LindaSmileyopenedthehearing topubliccommentandasked forcomments
fromthoseinfavorofthedemolition LyndiLanphear 347HighStreet saidthe
applicanthadattemptedremodelthebarn buthadincurredexpensesduringthelong
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process Shesaidshedoesnotthinkitisfairtheapplicantmustparkhercarsinthe
drivewayandaddedthattheapplicantdidagoodjobwiththeworkonherhome

LindaSmileyaskedforcommentsfromthoseopposedtothedemolition
BillHarris 5456LimeStreet saidthebarncomplimentsthehouseandaddsvalue tothe
propertyandtheneighborhood Hesaidcarriagebarnswerean integralpartoflifein
Newburyportandtoomanyfromthiserahavebeen lost Healsosaidcarriagebarnsare
flexiblefor adaptivereuse MichaelSales 6Fruit Street saidthereisnotacompelling
caseforthedemolition especiallyastherearenoplansforan alternative JerryMullins
7ParsonsStreet saidheisopposedtothedemolitionandaskediftheCommission
membershave visitedthesite LindaSmileysaidtheapplicantappearedbeforethe
PlanningBoardwitha6 Capplicationin2009 Theplanssubmittedatthattimewere for
renovationofthecarriage barn witha garageonthefirstfloorandaresidenceonthe
second Sheexplainedthatpublicbenefitisarequiredcomponentofa6Capplication
andinthiscasethebenefitwastohavebeentheplacementofapreservation restriction
onthemainhouse ShesaidtheHistoricalCommission hadbeenpleasedwiththequality
oftheworkdoneonthehouseand the6Cplansforthecarriage barnwere nicelydone
TheCommissionsubmittedtothePlanningBoardasmalllistofitemstobeincludedin
therestriction The6Cprocesswaslengthyand thepropertyownereventually
withdrewtheapplication apparentlyoutoffrustration TomKolterjahnsaidthe
HistoricalCommission wassupportiveoftheconversionandreuseofbarn Hesaidthe
Commissionwasnotinvolvedwiththeapplicationandhadonlybeenaskedbythe
PlanningBoardaboutwhichelementsshouldbeincludedintherestriction The
restrictionwouldhaveappliedtotheexterior ofthestructureonly Intheletterof
recommendationfromtheHistoricCommissionsomeinteriorelementswerecalledoutas
beingofinterest butacknowledgementwasmadethattheCommissionhasno
jurisdictionovertheinterior LisaMead saidshedidnotrepresenttheapplicantatthat
timebutbelievesshethoughttherestrictionwasoverburdensome StephanieNiketic 93
HighStreet saidsheisopposedtothedemolition LeslieEckholdt 36WarrenStreet
saidthebarnisapartofthecityshistoriccontextandthere isnocompellingreasonto
demolishit TomKolterjahnsaiditmightbe possibleforthebarntobemovedtoanother
location LisaMeadsaidshewouldmaketheapplicantawareofthisoption Linda
SmileysaidtheCommissionwouldassisttheapplicant infindingapartythatwouldbe
interestedintakingthebarn BillHarrisaddedthatthereisanationalinterest inhistoric
barnsbecausesomanyhavebeenlostand theyaddtothevalueofa property Margaret
Welchsaidthatgiventhere havebeensomedramaticchangesonHighStreet the
preservationofthebarn mightinitselfbe consideredapublicbenefit iftheapplicant
weretoresubmita6Capplication

LindaSmileyclosedthepublichearing TomKolterjahnsaidhewouldhateto
losethewonderfulearlystructurethatcomplimentsthemainstructure Heencouraged
theothermembersoftheCommission touseanymeanstosaveit suchaswritingletters
tothePlanningBoardortheZoningBoard LindaSmileysaidthebarnisanimportant
partofthedisappearingpast andawell preservedhousewithabarnisavaluable
property ShesaidtheCommissionwouldsupporttheownerinanywaypossiblein
ordertosavethebarn

LindaSmileymovedtoimposethedemolitiondelay onthecarriagebarn Tom
Kolterjahnsecondedthemotion Themotionwasunanimouslyapproved
5 ApprovalofMinutes
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TomKolterjahnmovedtoapprovetheminutesoftheJuly5meetingasamended Linda
Smileysecondedthemotion Themotionwasunanimouslyapproved

6 Correspondence
MichaelMrozforwardeda copyofanacceptanceletterfromtheCustomHouseMaritime
MuseumforagrantfromthePreservationProjectFundintheamountof 45000

7 OtherBusiness
LindaSmileysaidthePlanningOfficehasinformedherthattheapplicantsforthe
demolitionofanearlyhouseandbarnonthewaterfrontat284WaterStreetdonotplan
toattendanymeetingsoftheCommission

NedMcGrathsaidhisfamilyvisitedtheWilliamPenn birthplacewhile travelingin
Pennsylvania Hesaidthehome asmallpieceofpreservedhistory wassituatedinthe
midstofwhatisnowalandfill Heaskedhowlongmight itbe beforenothingisleftof
thepast Hesaidthereexistsanobligationtothecommunityoftodayandthefutureto
retainwhatmakesthisplacespecial

8 Adjournment
TomKolterjahn movedtoadjournthemeetingat840pm NedMcGrath secondedthe
motion Themotionwasunanimouslyapproved
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