
NewburyportHistoricalCommission
MinutesoftheJuly1 2010Meeting

1 CalltoOrder
AregularmeetingoftheNewburyportHistoricalCommissionwascalledtoorderby
ChairLindaSmileyat730pm

2 RollCall
InattendanceweremembersLindaSmiley TomKolterjahn StephenFeige Ned
McGrath LeahMcGavernandMargaretWelch

3 DemolitionApplications
19EagleStreet
VanessaTranielloandErikKaminski
Thedrawingshavebeenrevisedandtheadditionhasbeensetbackonefootfromthe
originalstructure Itwasagreedthat thechangeswereabigimprovement Leah
McGavernmovedtoreleasethepropertyforpartialdemolitionbasedontherevised
plans TomKolterjahnsecondedthemotion Themotionwasunanimouslyapproved

23RearMarlboroStreet
MatthewMcDermott CharmaineMcDermott RobertMillerandDanaHooper
LeahMcGavernrecusedherselffromthediscussion Theapplicantshavepurchaseda
propertyastenants incommon Theywishtodemolishaonestoryhouseandsplitthe
propertyintotwononbuildablelots Thedateofthestructureisnotknow Leah
McGavern speaking asamemberofthepublic saidshedoesnotthinkitishistorically
significant Adecisionon thesignificanceofthestructuremust bemadebyJuly 13
whichispriortothenextmeeting Theapplicantsgrantedanextension toallowtimefor
asitevisit

4 AdvisoryReview
223HighStreet
LindaSmileysaidtheplanisdetrimentaltothehistoricstructure Shewouldliketothe
developmenttobe moresensitivelydesigned eitherwithsmallerorfewerunits
MargaretWelchsaidtheplayingfieldswouldbeahugebenefittotheCityandthe
project isunderthepurviewofthePlanningBoard which couldapproveitdespitethe
concernsofNHC TheCommissionshouldagreetoholdtherestriction despitethe
misgivingsabouttheproject LisaMeadsaidtheCommissionhasgonebeyondthe
questionthat itwasasked whichwasverynarrow Thequestionwasiftherewouldbea
publicbenefittoapreservationrestriction beingplacedonthehistoric structure She
askedtheCommission memberstorefrainfrommakingfurthercommentstothePlanning
Board LeahMcGavernsaidifthenarrowquestionwereanswered itwouldimplyNHC
supportstheproject NedMcGrathaskedifthepublicbenefitcentersaround the
developmentoftheplayingfieldsorthepreservationofthehistoricstructure Hesaidthe
purposeofthelettertothePlanningBoardistosayNHC wouldlikethepropertytobe
moresensitivelydeveloped MargaretWelchsaidalettershouldbesendthatexpresses
theiropinionandstatestheyshouldbewillingtoholdtherestriction Shesaidshehoped
NHCwouldbeconsultedearlier intheprocessfor futureprojects



July1 2010

5 PublicHearing
8HarrisonStreet
BruceTaylor AIA forPhillipGuinta
LindaSmileyopenedthepublichearingat805 Shesaidshehadreceived aletterdated
June7 2010fromMarkGriffin theapplicantsattorney statingthattheapplicantwould
notberepresentedatthehearingandwouldnotundertakeanyofthemethodsunder
article53081 2 thatwouldallowthedelay tobeliftedearly Theplanscallforafull
demolitionofthestructureand itsreplacement withasingle familyhouse Thefootprint
wouldbeincreasedbyfourfeetalongonesideandtheroofwouldbejustafewinches
higher Themeetingwasopenforpubliccomment GusHarringtonsaidthatwhileheis
abelieverinhistoricpreservation hesupportsisthedemolitionbecausethestructure
nowlookswithanapartmenthouseandhaslostmostofits historicfabric JaneMackey
10Harrison saidsheishappythenewstructurewillbe single familyhouse Linda
SmileyreadanemailfromMaryHarbaughaddressedtotheCommission andforwarded
byTomCalderwoodonJuly1statingthatsheisopposed totheproposeddemolition
becauseitwouldrepresenta losstotheresidentsofthecityduetothevaluethehistoric
architectureprovidestoresidentsinallneighborhoods Thepublichearing wasclosedat
820 TomKolterjahnsaidheisconcernedaboutlosingthestructureandthinksthereis
enoughoftheoriginalfabriclefttowarrantitspreservation LindaSmileyagreedthat
thetimberframingisgoodconditionwhileStephenFeigesaidtherearetoofewtimbers
lefttomakethestructurehistoricallysignificant NedMcGrathspeculatedthatperhaps
theownerisunawareofthealternatives todemolitionandthathemightbeable to
achievehisgoalswhileretainingthestructure Hesaidhewouldliketheapplicantto
participateintheprocessandrecommendedsendinghimalettersayingtheCommission
wouldliketoworkwithhim StephenFeigesaidthesituationdemonstrates the
problemswith theprocessandthelimitationsofNHCsauthority LindaSmileymoved
thattheapplicantwouldbesenta letterencouraginghimtoattendthenextmeetingand
thatthevoteonthedemolitionwouldtakeplaceatthatmeeting TomKolterjahn
secondedthemotion Themotionwasunanimouslyapproved

6 Minutes
TomKolterjahn movedtoapprovetheminutesoftheJune17 2010meeting Linda
Smileysecondedthemotion Themotionapproved withStephenFeigeandNed
McGrathabstaining

7 NewBusiness
LindaSmileysaidshewouldliketomake improvementstotheordinanceandhave a
betterworkingrelationshipwithotherboards ShewouldlikeGaryCalderwoodtodirect
applicantstotheCommissionbeforeotherboardswhereappropriate Hellsendletterto
mayorandLindawillletmayorletherknowtheyvemetwith him

8 Adjournment
Themeetingwasadjournedat930pm TheregularlyscheduledJuly15meetingwillbe
cancelledduetothelackofaquorumandwillbe rescheduledforMonday July19at
730
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