
NewburyportHistoricalCommission

Minutesofthe19MayMeeting
1 CalltoOrder
TheregularlyscheduledmeetingtheNewburyportHistoricalCommissionwascalledtoorderat
730 inCouncilChambers CityHall Present TomKolterjahn LindaSmiley BillTodd and
MargaretWelch Absent NedMcGrath

2 Guests

MaryHaslingerdiscussedwiththeNHCpreservationoptionsforherresidence299HighStreet
Sheshowedpicturesoftheinterior NHCmembersaskedhertolisttheinteriorfeaturesshe
deemedworthyofpreservationandthatwouldberecorded ina preservationrestriction NHC
membersadvisedhertoconsultan attorneyforadviceonhowtobestprotectthepropertyfrom
excessivesubdivision ChairSmiley andNHCmemberKolterjahnwillhelpprepareoflistof
featurestobepreserved

MembersfromtheBellevilleCongregationalChurchwitnessed ChairSmileysignthe
preservationrestriction

3 DemolitionApplications

75ProspectStreet LarryDraginich applicant Mr Draginichdiscussedhisplantoadd
dormersresembling sheddormerstothesecondfloor Membersnotedthattheresidencewas
smallandweresympathetictotheneedformorespace ChairSmileynotedwithapprovalthat
thedormersweresteppedbacktwofeetfromthefront TheNHCvotedthestructurehistorically
significant 4yes 1absent andvotedtopermittheplanasoutlinedintheapplication 4yes 1
absent

244HighStreet GenoRanaldi applicant Mr Ranaldisubmitteda structuralreportdeclaring
thecarriagehouseonthispropertyunsafeandrecommendingitsdemolition Acontractor
specializinginhistoricproperties AaronSturgis willviewthepropertyandgivehisopinion
TheNHCvotedtoallowtheChairtoallowthedemolitionofthecarriagehouseifMr Sturgiss
reportrecommendedit 4yes 1absent

TheChairsuspendedthepublicmeeting

4 PublicHearing

TheChairopenedthepublichearingfor5StrongStreetat807 Theapplicationwasforfull
demolition
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JohnMinton projectarchitect reviewedhis requesttoteardownthestructure Thepoorstateof
theframeandthestructuralmembersconnectingtothemain chimneywhich inhisopinion
couldleadtoafirewere thetwomainfactorsdriving hisdecision Hethoughtthat the
renovationswouldbesoextensivethattheywouldtriggeracompleteadherencetocode

ChairSmileyasked forcommentsfrom theaudienceinsupportoftheproposeddemolition
BernardCaseyof6StrongStreetapprovedoftheproject noting thatthebuildinghadbecomean
attractivenuisance Hehadfullconfidence thattheownerswouldputupanappropriate
building

ChairSmileyaskedforcommentsfromtheaudienceinoppositionoftheproposeddemolition
LindaMillerof20ShipStreetvoicedconcernthatNewburyportwasslowlylosingits historic
assets Shethoughtthatthestructurecouldstillfunctionasaresidenceifrepairedandnotedit
wasa rarethreebay three quartershouse RegBaylineof21Strong Streetwasconcernedabout
losinga modesttradesmanhouse worthpreserving HedidnotwishNewburyporttoholdonly
artificialreproductions JudithGroheof14StrongStreet speaking inopposition saidthatthe
housebelongedthereandwasconcernedaboutlosinganotherhouseintheneighborhood Jerry
MullinssubmittedanemailfromMalcolmCarnwath theformerowner givingdetailsofits
features Itwasbuiltbefore1823andcouldbe consideredavernacularFederal Dr Bernard
Herman theeminentarchitecturalhistorianfromtheUniversityofDelaware hadmeasuredthe
elementsandspokeabouttheminapublicpresentation MaryHaslingerof299HighStreet
suggestedthatamasonexperiencedinhistoric architecturebeconsulted LaurenNewtownof21
StrongStreetadmittedthat thehouselooked tired butwasconcernedaboutitsdemolition she
saidthat theywerenotmakingoldhousesanymore AnemailfromMaryHarbaughof28
StrongStreetstatingheroppositionwasreadaloud

Thepublichearingwasclosedat835

5 DemolitionApplications cont

5StrongStreet MichaelYoungandCatherineCantwell applicants NHCmemberKolterjahn
hadseensimilarchimneysinuseandencouragedtheapplicantstorethinktheproject NHC
memberWelchaskedtheapplicantstopatchtheopenholesatthecornerofthestructure
whatevertheoutcomeoftheprocess ChairSmileysaidthattheNHC hadmadea thorough
examinationoftheproperty ChairSmileymadeamotiontoimposetheoneyeardelay
encouragingtheapplicantstocomeback withotheroptionsduringthisperiod TheNHCvoted
toimposethedelay 4yes 1absent

5 ReviewofMinutes

Minutesof21Aprildeferredduetolackofquorum Therehadbeenno5Maymeeting

Meeting ended850
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