
NewburyportHistoricalCommission

Minutesofthe15March2012Meeting
1 CalltoOrder

TheregularlyscheduledmeetingtheNewburyportHistoricalCommissionwascalledtoorderat
730in theCityCouncilChambers CityHall Present SteveDodge TomKolterjahn Linda
Smiley BillTodd andMargaretWelch Absent NedMcGrath

2 CommunityPreservationActApplications

SuperintendentofSchoolsMarcKerblediscussedtheapplicationmadeonbehalfoftheHigh
Schoolslandscapingproject EmilyWentworthofthePlanningOfficehadsuggestedtoMr
KerblethatHistoricPreservationwasthemostappropriateCPAcategory andMr Kerble
wishedtoknowwhether theNHCthoughtthattheproject relatedtotheschoolshistoric
landscape Mr Kerbledescribed hisdesiretokeepthestatelyaspectoftheschool NHCChair
Smileysharedananecdoteabouta friendfromoutoftownwhoaskedthenameofthecollege
mistakingtheHighSchool foran instituteofhigher learning NHCmemberssaidthatthetrees
proposedtolineHighStreetandan irrigationsystem fortheexpansive lawn asignaturefeature
sincetheschoolscreation wouldbe eligibleforCPAfunding Alsoeligiblewouldbewayside
signagedescribingtheschoolshistory Membersadvisedthatthetraditionalivybemovedonto
atrellissoitwouldnotdamagethebrickwork

ChairSmileyclosedthepublicmeetingandopened thepublichearingat752

3 PublicHearingfor26ToppansLane

ChairSmileyreadaletterfromtheestateofDorisRindlerbyattorneyMarkGriffinwho
representedthetrusteesoftheestate Hewrotethathisclients expectedthatthebuilding would
be preferably preserved andthattheoneyeardemolitiondelaywouldbe invoked Healso
wrotethathisclientspreferrednottoteardownthebuilding inordertomakewayforanaccess
roadtoaplannedmemorycarefacilityandwereconsideringturning thebuildingsidewaysto
accommodatetheroad

ChairSmileyreceivednoresponsefromtheaudiencewhensheasked forthoseinfavorofthe
proposeddemolitiontospeak

ChairSmileyaskedthoseoppositiontodemolitiontospeak TomEremoof28RToppansLane
saidthathewasadirectabutterandthathewasconcernedaboutacommercialroadwayfrom
ToppansLane HeandhiswifeVirginiaEramovoicedconcernoverthechangeofthe
neighborhoodandthehistoricsignificanceofthehouse madefrom salvagedmaterialsfrom
eighteenth andnineteenth centuryhouses torndownforRoute1 BillHarris 56LimeStreet
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saidthathewasnotanabutterbut didnotwant toloseanhistorichouse Jim Utterback 6
ToppansLane reflectedaboutotherToppansLaneproperties developmentandthedowngrade
ofthequalityoflifesincetheHighSchoolrenovation Hispropertyhadthepotential for
development hewasseeinglessandlessreasontopreservethehistoricalcontextinlightofthe
otherdevelopments KathleenRyderof45ToppansLanesaidthattheneighborhoodwas
becomingamedicalcomplex Shespokeofanotherhousebeingdemolishedandsaidthather
fourteenyearoldaskedwhyaroadwaywasbeingbuiltinaresidentialarea

Thepublichearingwasclosedat810andthepublicmeeting wasreopened

4 DemolitionApplications

NHCmembersspokeabout theunique featuresofthehouse observedatthesitevisit TheNHC
votedtoinvokethedemolitiondelay 5yes 1absent ChairSmileynotedthattheownerscould
returntotheNHCtodiscussoptions Inresponsetoqueriesfromtheaudienceabouttheaccess
road ChairSmileysaidthatshewouldwritealettertothecompanynotallowingcloseraccess
roadtotheproposedmemorycarefacility TheprojectwouldalsocomebeforethePlanning
BoardandZBA

5 Guests

PieterHarford projectmanagerfortheSewageWastewaterPlant talkedwiththeNHCaboutthe
memorandumhe draftedfortheMHC NHCmemberKolterjahnwantedthememorandumto
notethatatleasttwotypesofgranitesplittingwereevident BillHarrisoftheChapter91
CommitteecommendedMr Harfordsefforts noting thattheproject hadrediscoveredtwo
importantwharves

Mr Harrissuggestedthatadditional signagewasneededtoidentifyCoombsWharfandshared
ideasabouttheimagesthatmightbeused Mr Harfordwished tohave thesignspecifications
andadditionalcommentsinatimelymanner

6 Community PreservationActApplications cont

Mr Harris asChairEmeritusoftheCustomsHouseMaritimeMuseum requesteda letterof
recommendationtotheMHCinsupportofrepairstotheroofandnorthwestelevationmasonry
TheCHMMwasseekingMHCfundingtoactasa matchinggranttoitsCPAapplication The
NHCvotedthattheChairwritea letterofsupport 5yes 1absent

7 ReviewofMinutes

TheNHCacceptedtheminutesof1March
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