
NewburyportHistoricalCommission

Minutesofthe1March2012Meeting
1 CalltoOrder

TheregularlyscheduledmeetingtheNewburyportHistoricalCommissionwascalledtoorderat
731in theCityCouncilChambers CityHall Present SteveDodge Tom Kolterjahn Linda
Smiley BillTodd andMargaretWelch Absent NedMcGrath

2 DemolitionApplications

7HardingAvenue AdamRobitallo applicant TheNHCvotedthatthehousewasnot
historicallysignificant

3 Guests

PeterCanny theprojectmanagerfortheproposedMVRTATransitFacility gaveanupdateon
theproject AndyPortandGeordieViningalsoattended Thefacilitywillextendfromtheeast
sideofTitcombSteettowards47Merrimac theWalsinghamGallerybuilding Nobridgeover
TitcombStreetisnowplanned

Twobuildingsmustbedemolishedinthecurrentplan 1Titcomb Streetand911 Titcomb
Street The21Februarymemore thehistoricalintegrityofthesestructuresaccordingto
NationalRegisterstandardswasdiscussed thememoconcludedthatthestructureslacked
integrity NHCmemberWelchnotedthatthe911addressshouldbeclarifiedasanew
residencenowisknownas11Titcomb Mr Canny saidthattheproject teamwished toavoid
106compliance TheNHCconcurredthatthepropertiesarenoteligiblefortheNational
Register NHCmembersnotedthattheareawasinaNationalRegisterDistrictandthat
demolitionapplicationwouldberequiredforthetwobuildingstobedemolished Members
notedthattheywishedtocommenton theheightandmassofthetransitfacility particularlyin
relationshiptotheWalsinghamGallerybuilding

Mr Portalsodiscussedphotosofgaragesanda drawingofa possiblefaçade ofthetransit
facilityseenfromtheTitcombStreetcorner Heemphasizedthatthenewstructurewouldgive
thestreetamorepedestrian friendlystreetscape replacingalargeparkinglot

TheNHC votedtowritealetterconcludingthattheNHCdidnotviewthebuildingsasNR
eligible theletterwouldalsonotethatthebuildingsremainedsubjecttolocalordinancessuchas
thedemolitiondelayordinance
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4 CommunityPreservationCommittee

GeordieViningpresentedtheplan torehabilitatetheNorthsectionofWarMemorialStadium
BH AarchitectTomScarlettadidafeasibilitystudyandstudiedsixorsevenoptions The
surfacewasbadlyspalling Bothdesignsremovedsomeseatingbecausethesize wasno longer
needed Aplazawouldbecreatedbetweentheschoolandstadium Onescenariowouldallow
wideningofthefieldwhiletheotherscenariokeptthecurrentbowlshape

Membersagreedthatremovingportionsoftheseatingwasappropriateandthat theproject was
eligibleforCPC funding

AndyPortpresentedtheprojecttorehabilitatetheInnStreet fountainandstaircases Hesaid
thatthefountaindesignwasnotdefinitebutthatthegraniteblocksmaybe reused Members
agreedthatopeninguptheturretstaircaseswouldimprovetheviewtothebackoftheState
Streetbuildings

5 Guests

PieterHarford project managerfortheSewage WastewaterPlant updatedtheNHConthe
archaeologicalassessmentreport TheNHCagreedtoapprovetherecommendationsinthe
reporttotheMHC

Meetingended845
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