
NewburyportHistoricalCommission

Minutesofthe3November2011Meeting
1 CalltoOrder

TheregularlyscheduledmeetingtheNewburyportHistoricalCommissionwascalledtoorderat
734 intheCityCouncilChambers CityHall Present SteveDodge TomKolterjahn Ned
McGrath LindaSmiley BillTodd andMargaretWelch

2 AdvisoryReview

35PineStreet TimCarey representingthedeveloperGenoRanaldi discussedthecondition
ofthisstructurenowunderrenovation Theyhadpulledapermittorebuild thefoundations
Exploratorydemolitionhadrevealedthatafirehadoccurred Mr Careythoughtthatthetrusses
werecompromised and everystudspliced Hewaswilling totakeapartthebuildingfor
salvage ChairSmiley saidthat theNHC memberswouldlookatthebuildingbeforea
demolitionpermitwassubmitted Asitevisitwasplanned

3 DemolitionApplications

255LowStreet LowStreetRedevelopmentLLC Mr LouRepuccipresentedtheproject in
whichanofficebuildingwillbe constructed Thestructureisexactlyseventy fiveyearsold
NHCmembersagreedthatthestructurewithcinderblockfoundationsandindeterminatestyle
heldnohistoricalvalue Thestructurewasreleasedfordemolition 6yes

257259WaterStreet IanLucy Mr Lucysrepresentativehadwithdrawn theapplication

ReviewofMinutes

Minutesof20Octoberapproved 4yes 2abstentions

CorrespondenceReceived

EBIConsultinginformedtheNHCthataninstallationofaGPSantennawasplannedforthe
UnitarianChurch 31PleasantStreet andasked forcomment ChairSmileywillaskthepastor
whethertheinstallationwillshowoutsidethesteeple Ifshefinds thattheinstallationwillbe
unobtrusive theNHCempoweredhertowritealetterofapproval 6yes ChairSmiley
suspendedthemeetingat800

PublicHearingfor95WaterStreet

ChairSmileycalledthepublichearingat800 ThenewprojectdirectorScottGaydenpresented
theprojecttodemolishthreebuildingsincludingthestorageshed garage andmainoffice In
responsetoChairSmileysquestionaboutthemotivation forthedemolition Mr Gaydensaid
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thatcostsavingswouldresultfromnotcaringforthebuildings NationalGridwouldcontinueto
havebuildingsatthesite

ChairSmileyaskedforcommentsforandagainsttheprojectfromtheaudience WilliamR
Harris 56LimeStreet spokeabouttheACHP1980rulingre the waystothewaterfront with
theadmonitionthatanyfuturedevelopmentofthesitewouldrequirelicensingunder Chapter91
andthatfuturebuildingsmustbeplacedinaperpendicularpatterntothewaterfront He
describedtwoofthewaysaslocatedatLowerLongWharfandatthefootofShipStreet Where
theNationalGridpropertyendedandtheCityofNewburyportpropertybeganwasunclear Mr
Harrislatersaidthathewouldresearchtheissue

GeordieViningofthePlanningOfficeclarifiedtheroleoftheproposedRailTrailcorridorin
relationtotheNationalGridproperty Hesaidthatthebuildingsheldnosignificanceandthat
theirremovalwouldservemanypurposes

LindaMiller 20ShipStreet hadnoobjectiontotheremovalofthebuildingsandwantedmore
accesstothewaterfrontfortheneighborhood

Nooneintheaudiencewasopposedtothedemolition

Hearingclosedat825

DemolitionApplications cont

ChairSmileyreopenedthepublicmeeting Shenotedthatspeakershadnoteddifferentkindsof
historicpreservationincludingpublicways Shesaidthatthefutureofthebuildingswaslimited
giventheirpositionbetweenthesewageplantandelectricsubstation NHCmemberKolterjahn
saidthatthebuildingswereindifficultshapeandwentagainstthehistoricperpendicularpattern
Hesaidthatitwouldbeashametodisposeofthemassivetimbersintheofficebuilding Chair
Smileymovedtoreleasethebuildingsfordemolition 6yes Mr Kolterjahnwishedthat
NationalGridwouldworkwiththeCityforbetterpublicaccess

NewBusiness

WilliamHarrishasbeen informedthatwoodenstructuresofinteresthadbeenfoundduringthe
replacementoftheDerekHinesBridge Mr KolterjahnwouldtellJayWilliamson amemberof
theAmesburyHistoricalCommission

MemberscongratulatedNHCmemberToddonhisrecentawardfromtheNewburyport
PreservationTrust

Meetingended835
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