
NewburyportHistoricalCommission

Minutesofthe17November2011Meeting
1 CalltoOrder

TheregularlyscheduledmeetingtheNewburyportHistoricalCommissionwascalledtoorderat
732in theCityCouncilChambers CityHall Present SteveDodge TomKolterjahn Ned
McGrath LindaSmiley BillTodd andMargaretWelch

2 DemolitionApplications

132HighStreet CliveLee applicant Mr Leesaidthathewasboththeapplicantandowner
inresponsetoChairSmileysquestion Hewishedtodemolishagaragetoobtainmore parking
space Hespeculatedthat itcouldbeca 1900 MemberToddsaidthatitwasnotprominent
fromthestreet TheNHCvotedthatthestructurewasnothistoricallysignificantandthus
releasedfor demolition 6yes

40MiddleStreet ThomasKeeryII RussellGrover Associates Mr DaveKeeryrepresented
theprojectonbehalfofhisbrotherandassociates Theywishtoremovetheconnectingroof
betweenthehouseandgaragesothatasecondstoryspacemaybeadded NHCmembers said
thattheylikedthedesign MemberKolterjahnwasconcernedabouttheexistingslateroof
Membersnotedinconsistency intheplansanddrawingsabouttheretentionoftwochimneys
Aftersomediscussion Mr Keerysaidthattheywouldkeeptheexteriorchimneys Members
votedtoreleasetheconnectorroofontheconditionsthat thepresentedplansarefollowedand
thatthechimneysontheexteriorwouldbe retained 6yes

7ShipStreet WilliamEdwards owner MemberToddrecusedhimself Theleakingroof
triggeredtheprojecttoliftthewallandputinanewroofstructure Theridgepoleofthenew
additionwouldbeunderneaththelowerangleofthemaingambrel Theadditionwouldbebuilt
aroundtheexistingchimney MemberKolterjahnnotedthattheproposedreplacementwindows
wouldbeanimprovementoverthecurrentoneoveronereplacements TheNHCvotedthe
structurehistoricallysignificantandthatthedemolitionasshownonthepresentedplansbe
allowed 5yes 1abstention

35PineStreet ContractorTimCareyrepresentedtheproject forSCGreenCitiesContracting
ChairSmileynotedtheremovalofclapboardsandsheathingsincethelastmeeting andmember
Kolterjahnvoicedconcernoverthelossofsheathingprotectingtheframing Mr Careytalkedat
lengthaboutthedeterioratedconditionincludingtherottedcornerboardsandshowed
photographs MemberKolterjahnbelievedthattheamountofbuildingfabricexceeding
exploratorydemolitionbutnotedthatwastheBuildingInspector spurview Hehadseensome
sheathinginpoorconditionbutalsosomeinsalvageable shape TheNHCvotedthestructure
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historicallysignificant 6yes Apublichearingwillbe scheduledfor1December TheNHC
willrevisitthesitebeforehand

AftermemberKolterjahnsaidthatdevelopersusually wishedtoteardownstructures Mr Carey
saidthatit wasalwayseasiertoteardown ratherthanrehabilitate Adiscussionensuredabout
savingtheolderportionofthebuilding memberKolterjahn mentionedthe sturdyredoak
framing Mr Careysaidthathewouldconsiderusingbuildingtechniqueswithwhichhe was
notfamiliarand thathedidnotwishtobeknownasa mantakingdownNewburyports
buildings Healsosaidthathewasworkingwithafirmthatspecializedinbuyingolder
buildings alotofoldhouseswereagooddealbecausetheyneedalotofwork

ReviewofMinutes

Minutesof3Novemberapproved 6yes

OldBusiness

ChairSmileymentionedthatshehadnotbeenabletodiscoverwhether theGPSantennaeonthe
UnitarianChurchsteeplewouldbevisible

NewBusiness

NHCmembersdiscussedwhethercontractors architectsandotherprofessionalsmayrepresenta
projectwithouttheowner present

Meetingended920
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