
NewburyportConservationCommission
June19 2012

CityCouncilChambers
Minutes

1 CalltoOrder
AmeetingoftheNewburyport ConservationCommissionwascalledtoorderbyChairmanJoe
Teixeiraat630pm

2 RollCall
InattendanceweremembersJoeTeixeira PaulHealy SteveMoore JimOBrienandDoug
Muir ConservationAdministratorJuliaGodtfredsenwasalsoinattendance

3 Minutes
SteveMooremovedtoapprovetheminutesoftheJune5 2012meetingasamended Jim
O Briensecondedthemotion Themotion wasunanimouslyapproved

4 GeneralBusiness
CitywideWetlandsProtectionOrdinance
TheCityCouncilisexpectedtovoteontheordinanceatitsJune25meeting JuliaGodtfredsen
willprovideinformationonthefeeschargesinothercommunitiesandthefeeschedulewillbe
discussedatthenextmeeting

PlumIslandJettyRepairProject
JuliaGodtfredsensaidDEPhasconductedaloadbearingtestontheroadwayandhassetalimit
ontheallowablenumberoftrucksperdayandtheirweights TheArmyCorp wouldbeaskedto
recoattheroadsandparkinglotattheendoftheproject Itmightbefoundthatitwouldbeless
expensivefor therocks tobebroughtinbybarge Becausemostdecisionsaretobemadebythe
contractor manydetailsarenotknownatthistime Theproject shouldbeputouttobidatthe
endofthemonthandthecontractshouldbeawardedbytheendofAugust Thepublichearing
willnotbe helduntilthecontracthasbeenawarded

PlumIslandBeachManagementCommitteeUpdate
JoeTeixeirasaidtheMayorhasasked thattheCommissionpayfor signsindicatingthebeach
accesswaysareclosed JuliaGodtfredsensaiditwouldbeanappropriateuseofthe
Commissionsfunds astheactionwouldprotectthebeachandthedunes DougMuirmoved to
authorizeanexpenditureofupto 1200forsigns SteveMooresecondedthemotion The
motionwasunanimouslyapproved

SaltMarshMonitoringProject
JuliaGodtfredsensaidMaryRimmerhasreviewedthescopeofwork andsaidwhileshethinks
theprojectwouldbeaninterestingone sheisconcernedabouttheinformationgatheredbeing
usedformitigation astoomanyforceswouldbeatworktobeabletodeterminecauseand
effect
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5 CertificatesofCompliance RequestsforDeterminations RequestsforMinor
Modifications
DinoPantelis
PioneerLeaguePlayingFields MerrimacStreet
InformalDiscussion
Theapplicant isproposingtoaddgravelandwoodenguardrails toanexistingparkingareain
ordertocreate morespaces Thegradeswouldnotbechangedandnotreeswouldberemoved
Theworkisinthebufferzone Thewetlanddelineationisnotanewoneandtheareaappearsto
bedry JuliaGodtfredsenwillwalkthesitetodeterminetheapproximateboundariesofthe
wetland SteveMooreaskedthataguardrailorrailroadties beaddedattheendoftheparking
areatopreventcarsfromdrivingintothewetland Thenewwetlandsordinancewouldapplyto
theproject TheapplicantwillfileanRDA

SteveMooremovedtorecessthemeetingandopenthepublichearings DougMuirseconded
themotion Themotionwasunanimouslyapproved

6 PublicHearings
RobertGerminara
2 8AshlandStreet
NoticeofIntent

SteveSawyerappearedfortheapplicant whoisproposingtoconstructasingle family
homewithagarage Thehousewouldbelocatedcompletelyoutsideofthewetlandarea
althoughtherearofthehouse whichwouldbeonaslab wouldbejustthreefeetfromit Three
handdugsonotubeswouldsupporta deckattherearofthehousethatwouldoverhangthe
wetland Theheightofthedeckandthespacingofitsplankswouldallowforthepenetrationof
lightandwater Runoff fromthefront portionoftheroofwouldgotoan infiltrationsystem
whilethatfromthebackwouldgotoaraingarden Thetreesalongthefrontoftheproperty
wouldbemaintainedwiththeexceptionofone thatisnotingoodcondition Thereareerrors in
thenarrative includinga referencetoa streamonthepropertythatdoesnotexist Thenarrative
andplansmustbeamended

SteveMooresaidhe isopposedtothehousebeingsoclosetothewetland Julia
GodtfredsensaidthenarrativestatestherewouldbenoimpacttotheBVW buttheconstruction
wouldcreateatleastatemporaryimpact Theapplicantwouldbewillingtocantileverthedeck
Thiswouldminimizethedirect impacttothewetlandbutthehouseanddeckwouldcreatea
shadingimpact JoeTeixeirasaidhe isconcernedaboutstepscomingoffthebackofthedeck
whilethereisnoyard Hewouldlikethewetlandtobedelineated perhapsbygraniteposts
PaulHealynotedthataprojectinthis locationhadpreviouslybeendenied

Asite visitwill takeplaceonTuesday June26at500pm Thehouseanddeckareto
bestakedforthesitevisit SteveMooremovedtocontinuethepublichearingtoJuly10 Paul
Healysecondedthemotion Themotionwasunanimouslyapproved
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WarrenRusso
182NorthernBoulevard
NoticeofIntent
TomHughesappearedfor theapplicant whoisproposingtoaddathreecar oneandahalfstory
garagewithasandandclamshellramponaportionofthesitewherethereisnoexisting
vegetation An8 x10 shedwouldbealsoinstalledanda4 x6 changingroomwouldbe
addedunder theexistingdeck Oneofthebaysofthecarportwouldberemovedanditwouldbe
sidedtotwofeetabove grade Allofthelawnwouldberemovedandthedrivewaywouldbe
replacedbyshellsorcrushedstone Nativeplantmaterialswouldbe installedintheareaaround
thegarageandintheareaoftheexistinglawnanda stripofcrushedstonewouldbe added
aroundthehouse deckandshed Beachgrasswouldbeminimallyusedonthesite Othertypes
ofnativevegetationwillbe installedtoprovidehabitat Mediumtotallmaterialswouldbe
plantedalongtheperimeteroftheproperty Lowermaterialswouldbeusedaround thehouseand
garage Mr Hughessaidtheamountofpreviouslyapprovedimpactwouldbereducedand the
amountofmitigationwouldbeincreased2150squarefeetabovewhathadpreviouslybeen
required

Thefirststepintheprocesswouldbetheinstallationofaconstructionsnowfenceand
theremovalthelawnandthedrivewaypavement Themitigationwouldbe inplacebeforeany
workonthegaragewouldbegin TheapplicantwillrequestaCertificateofComplianceforthe
outstandingpermitsbeforetheworkbeginsinorderthatonesupercedingOrder ofConditions
governstheproject

JoeTeixeiraaskedifthedeckisstrong enoughtosupporttheproposedgreatroomthat
wouldbebuiltaboveit Mr Hughessaiditispossiblethepilingsmight requiresupport The
applicantwillsubmitastructuralplanforreview andapprovalbeforeconstructionbegins Steve
Mooresaidthatwhilethegaragemeetstheperformancestandards hebelievesitistoomuchfor
thelotandhedislikespermittingparkingforsixvehicles

JoeTeixeiraopenedthehearingtopubliccomment RobertMurray 173Northern
Boulevard saidbeachgrassisbeingremovedfromtheislandatahighrateandhe doesnotthink
agarageshouldbeconstructedonan openlotthatwasoriginallyintendedtobeusedfor
mitigation Hesaidhewouldliketheopenlandontheislandtobeprotected

PaulHealymovedtoclosethepublichearing DougMuirsecondedthemotion The
motionwasunanimouslyapproved

AnthonyFunari NewburyportPublicServices
RalphCastagna NewburyportBusinessParkAssociation
IndustrialPark
NoticeofIntent
BillDecieappearedfortheapplicant Hesaidthedrainagesystemintheindustrialparkisnot
functioning asisindicatedbythestandingwaterthatexistsdespitethelackofrain Hesaidthis
isaseriousissue astherehasbeenagreatdealofflooding Hereviewedtheareasofmain
concern includingMalcomHoytWay MullikenWayandtheculvertsonOpportunityWay He
saidin1998theConservationCommission issuedaletterstatingpropertyownersareresponsible
formaintainingtheirownswalesbutfewaredoingso Hesaidthatwhilethebusinessowners
wouldliketobegintheprocessbyrepairingtheculverts thismightnotbethesolution asthe
swalesarenotallowingthewatertoflowthrough Phragmitesaregrowingintheswales
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buildinguptheirbottomsandactingasdams Thephragmitesshouldberemovedoratleastcut
downtoaverylowlevel Hesaidtheconditionshouldbe returnedtowhatitwasin1996 when
theswaleswerelastcleaned

JoeTeixeirapointedoutthatDEPrecentlyappealedapermit issuedforworkatStrem
Chemicals JuliaGodtfredsensaidDEPmustagreetothegeneralprinciplesofwhatthebusiness
ownerswishtoaccomplish andmustindicatewhatwouldberequiredtoallowthework Paul
Healysuggestedthegoalbetorestoretheconditionstowhatwaspermittedundertheoriginal
filings ThismightallowDEPtoviewtheswalesasastormwatermanagementsystemrather
thanaresourcearea DougMuirsaidDEPshouldbe presentedwithacomprehensive planofall
oftheworkthatmustbedone notjusttherepairoftheculverts

BillDeciedistributedaproposaloftenmajorareasthatmightbeinitiallyaddressed He
saidtheCityownsmanyofthedrainageeasementsbuttheirmaintenancehasbeendelegatedto
thepropertyowners Aparkassociationhasbeenformedandfundshavebeencollectedtocover
thecostoftheculvertrepair Theperpetualmaintenanceoftheswales isapartoftheOrdersof
Conditionsforthenewerproperties butthismightnotbethecaseintheoldersectionsofthe
industrialpark

JuliaGodtfredsensuggestedthattheapplicationforthefirstphaseofthework therepair
andreplacementsoftheculverts providemoredetail suchascrosssectionsandconstruction
sequences DEPmightbeable toapprovea modelproject thatcouldbeapplied toanumberof
locations SteveMooresuggestedtheworkbegininthesouthandproceedupstream

BillDeciesaidhewould liketohaveaworkingmeeting onsitewithDEP Julia
GodtfredsenwillcontactDEPandDPSabout meetingwiththeapplicantandCommission
members ThefirstphaseoftheworkwillbeontheagendafortheJuly17meeting Steve
MooremovedtocontinuethepublichearingtoJuly17 PaulHealysecondedthemotion The
motionwasunanimouslyapproved

SteveMooremovedtoclosethepublichearings DougMuirsecondedthemotion Themotion
wasunanimouslyapproved

7 OrdersofConditions
WarrenRusso
182NorthernBoulevard
DougMuirmovedtoissueanOrder ofConditionswiththestandardPlumIslandconditionsand
thespecialconditionsthattheworkshallbe doneaccordingtotheproposedtimesequence a
correctednarrative issubmittedandnoworkshallbedoneuntiltheapplicanthasreceived
CertificatesofCompliancefortheoutstandingOrdersofConditions andtheCommissionhas
receivedastructuralplanfortheconstructionofthegreatroomabove thedeck PaulHealy
secondedthemotion Themotionwasunanimouslyapproved

8 Enforcement
JuliaGodtfredsensaidthewetlandrestorationat1ShandelDriveissettobegin Theissuanceof
anEnforcementOrderforcuttingonSavoryStreetwillbeontheagendafortheJuly10meeting

9 Adjournment
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SteveMooremovedadjournthemeetingat935pm PaulHealysecondedthemotion The
motionwasunanimouslyapproved
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