
BartletMallCommissionMeeting
November 15 2012

Date November 15 2012
Time 600 730
Location Newburyport PublicLibrary ChildrensActivityRoom 1 Floorst

Attending SadieCathcart GeorgeMasterson AlexPittman BillPlante Andrew
Simpson WaltThompson

Agenda
1 Calltoorder
2 Approvalofminutesoflastmeeting
3 HistoryoftheMall anotherinacontinuingseries
4 NewburyportHighSchoolwaterqualityupdate
5 BenchSponsorships
6 Statusoffundraisingandbeautificationprojects
7 Socialmedia
8 Opendiscussion

Notes
Approvalofminutesoflastmeeting

MinutesapprovedpendingeditssuggestedbyWalto
Newburyport HighSchoolwaterqualityupdate Seeattachedfordocument
providedbystudents

Onlyshadebehindthecourthouseo
selfperpetuatingcycle temperatureisthelargestissueo
Trytokeepthewaterlevelhigher shade treescouldbehelpful Geordieo
Viningsuggeststhatthismightnotbeagreatideaasitwouldconflictwith
thehistorical integrity
Addingwaterwoulddiluteit whichcouldbeausefulsolutiono
BillPlantedoesnotrecallthatithasbeenasstagnantasitisnowo
Everytimethewaterlevelisasitis thereisadramaticwinter sothatiso
whatweshould hopefor
Mallwasneverscraped John Kellysuggeststhatitwaso
Errorinhavingthewatercomefromtheswans ratherthansurroundingtheo
swans

HistoryoftheMall anotherinacontinuingseries guestvisitorBillPlante
Basicenvironmentalproblemispeople whoarefailingtoaddresso
maintenanceofthepark moneyandeffortisrequiredforthis
Usedtobethattherewasafiremanwitharowboatwhowoulddistributeo
chemicals throughoutthepondwhichsomehow thoughitwouldbe
controversialnow maintainedthe lifeandqualityofthepond
PeteMosshandledfivecentsavingsbankintown BillPlantecontactedhimo
andheimmediatelycooperated
Interestingthought Environmentwaspeoplelivingo
InthewintertimetheBartletMallwasagreatplacetogo things areovero
thoughtnow



BillPlanteistotallyinsupportoftheMallaerationprogramo
Getapublicrelationsprogramgoing needstobeproperlyhandledpubliclyo
NADE NewburyportAreaDevelopmentOrganization turningpointino
bringingpeople togetherinNewburyport
Longtermpeopleinthecitywhohavecontributedinthepastareallono
recordinNewburyport
Studieshavebeendonewithrunoffinthepast neversuchasignificanto
problem
Themajorasked aboutmaybehavingadifferentcolorotherthanthewhiteo
Theentirefront ofthepondwasarope walkbefore thoughtherewasmucho
activityaround therealsomusthavebeenmoretrees
Usedtobethat peoplewouldswimintheponds intownatAtkinsono
Commonandaround thatwasbeforethereweresomanyregulationsand
concerns
Theregulatedworldtodayo

WorkingwiththeCityImprovementSociety thoughwecantworkwitho
themuntiltheyarereinstated
501c3charitiesinNewburyport verylong listo
205000wouldtake careofeverythingo
NADEmostlyintootherthings mightnotconsidercontributiontotheMallaso
theyfund thingsthatarecritical inthecommunity
Dontthinkonlyinterms ofthemoney inNewburyport thinkbeyondHigho
Street considertheentirecommunity
Longtermandshort termplanning letthepublicknowaboutthiso
Emphasizethattherewillbemanystages
Bloodandmeatofacommunityo
Newpeoplewhocomeintotownhaventattachedthemselvestosomeoftheo
structuresalreadyexistinginthecommunity townrunstheriskofbecoming
exclusionary

Statusoffundraisingandbeautificationprojects
YouhavetoincorporatetheDailyNewsintheplanningprocessforraisingo
funds
Othermedia isimportant papercarriesweight especiallyindigital formo
Chamberofcommerce Waltwillcontacto
Text 10totheBartletMallo
BillPlante1984raisedmoneyforthisprojectso
Problemsaheadinraisingthemoney FreddyFrogneedstocomeoutofo
hiding twentysomepeopledonatedmoney receivedsterlingsilverlapelsin
exchangeduringpastfundraiser

BenchSponsorships
Sponsorabenchprogramnowavailableinfullforceo
Wewillalldistributeflyers informationupattheLibraryandotherpublico
places

ToDo BeforeNextMeeting
SadiewilltalktopeopleatStarbuckso



Andy manonlinewhoisobsessedwithfrogs allaboutbringingfrogsbacko
possiblycontact
Walt contactChamberofCommerceo

NextMeeting
Thursday December13 2012

600PM
NewburyportPublicLibrary ChildrensActivityRoom



PresentedtotheBartlettMallConservationCommission
November15 2012th

ThesedatatablesareaculminationofourstudyfortheFrogPondthisseason
PresentingfromNewburyport HighSchoolare
RebeccaKell MikeSweeney ElizabethOConnor GeorgeMasterson

Temperature DatacollectedfrommidJuneof2012throughOctoberindicatesas
thesummermonthspass thetemperaturerisesprecipitously resultinginturn low
oxygenlevels Dissolvedoxygenlevelsareinverselyrelatedtowatertemperature
thusaprolongedtemperaturespikemeanscertaindeathforaquaticorganisms The
causesforaradicalriseintemperatureattheFrogPondareshallow unshadedand
turbidwaters Thesefactorsareallmanageable throughaddingwatermidsummer
plantingconiferoustrees onthesouthbankofthepondandmitigatingrunoff
respectively Therehasbeensomeresistancetothissuggestionbythehistorical
societyontheplantingoftreesbutitcanbearguedthattreeshavebordered the
shoresofthepondsometimeinthepast thusplantingisjustifiedinthiscase

pHThedatahereisfavorable thisfindingwasasurpriseduetothepredominance
ofacidrainhereintheNortheast Studentspredictedthewaterswouldbeacidic
pH55 buttestingindicatedaneutralpHof7 Sinceregionalpondsalltested

acidicwepostulatethattheunderlyingstrataofthepondmaybecomposedof
limestone leaching calciumcarbonateintothewaters thusneutralizingnormally
acidiclocalreadings

TurbidityandTotal SolidsThesegraphsspeaktothesuspendedparticlesinthe
water Whetheritisalgae phytoplankton cyanobacteriadust etc turbidwaters
presentavarietyofnegativeeffectsonwaterbodies Darker moreturbidwaters
absorbmoresunlight whichincreaseswatertemperature smotherfishandfrog
eggsandclogfishgillsessentiallysuffocatingthem Runoffistheculprithereand
canbeeasilymitigatedwiththeplanting ofshrubsalongthepondsshoreline

PhosphatesandNitrates Datasuggestssignificantnon sourcepointrunoff
duringthe rainylatesummerandearlyfall Boththesecompoundsactasfertilizers
causingalgaebloomsknowaseutrophicationanddecreased oxygenlevels Low
dissolvedoxygencanbecausedbymany factors Themost commonis
eutrophicationviatheexcessiveinflowofnutrientsintoponds whichcauses
phytoplanktonbloomsresultinginhighrespirationorconsumptionofoxygen
Phytoplanktonusuallydieoffquicklycausingarapiddecompositionofalgaeby
increasedbacteriaconcentrations Itisthisdecomposition oforganicmatterandthe
presenceofabundantbacteriawhichtconsumesmassivequantitiesofoxygen



Itisourobservationthat thegrasssurroundingthepondisnotathickortalland
thishastwoprofound effectsonthearea firstshortsparsegrassdoeslittleto
foster insectswhichwouldpotentiallysupplyfoodforadultfrogsandsecond
rainfallpours intothepondquicklymeaninglittle absorptionforplantrootsand
almostnobufferingagainstchemicals suchasnitrogenandphosphorus


