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locat ion in relat ion to ne:Lrest
cross streets and cther bui ldings
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fndicate north.
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ec q Plurn lsland

1 ,ltoric Nane

: i l :  Or ig inal  T. i  nhrhnrrca

present Lighthcuse

ership : f-l Private individual
Private organizat ion

Publ ic U.S.Governmen;

Original  owner U. S. Governmeni-,

SCRIPTION:

Date 1898

Source

Style

Curr ierrHj-stor. , r  cf  i r lbr: t .

Architect Unknown

Exter ior wa11 fabric Wood Shincle

Outbui.ldings

Major al terat ions (with dates)

Moved Date

Approx. acreage 2.I3 acres
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Ivlerrimack River.

(Staple addi t ional  sheets here)
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ARCHITECTUML SIGNIFICANCE (describe irnportant architectural features and
evbluate in tenns of other buildings within comnunity)
fhd l ighthouse is as i t  was rebui l t  in 1898. Today i t  has a

cyl inderica| shaped base narrowing at i t  r ises. The exlerior is covered
with st l ingles. There are two windows and a door in the base. These each
have a 'frarne which is topped by a thin rtalianate arch with a dentil
molding. This is the only noteworthy architectural detai l  on the building.
The building is well  maintained and is st i l l  operated by the United States
Governrnent.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICAIICE [exp].ain the role owners played in Local or state history
aild how the building relates to the developurent of the conrnunaity)

The"first l ighthouse at the mouth of the Merrimack River was buil t
, :n Flum Island in 1783, by private contributions from the merchants of
Newburypert. In 1786, this l ighthouse was destroyed in a storm and the
I-lnited States Government constructed two new l ighthouses. President
Washington appointed Abner Lowell as the l ighthouse keeper on June 10,
L790. For the next 47 years,  three generat ions of  the Lowel l  fami ly would

'-€i11 the same post. Abner was fol lowed by his son Lewis Lowell and by
\--*,?wist son ;os-eph Lowe1l. One of the ITBi l ighthouses was d.estroyed lry

f i re in 1856.

P,?-um Island is a barrier reef and therefore subject to changing land
nasses caused by the ocean waves and the current at the mcuth of the
Mer:: imack River. By :-.874 the land mass had changed so that the remaining
lig. l ,h.thouse had to be moved. This was accomplished in that year. In 1898,
this l ighihouse was rebuiIt . .  Today the l ighthouse appears much as i-t  did
: ln 1898. f t  is  st i l I  funct ioninq.
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