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7. Signlficance. Erplain
Include e:qolanation of

Oakland Street between
orlginal western boundary of
L764. At that  t imen i t  was
on North Street at the turn
Kettel l ,  auct ioneer,  of fered
now Oakland Street. fhe lots
lzoung mechanics, and others,
themseives and fannil ies in a
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historical an#or architectural significance of streetscape.
themes checke<i.

High Street and Merrimac Street was the 1

the tcwn of Newburyport as established id
cal led North St.  There were several  housds
of the lgth century.  In 1799, James
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to t,he public, house lots on a new street 
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were described as "WeII calculat.ed fcr
who wj-.rh, at a small- expense, to place
healthy and agreeable situation convenient

The street remained relatively unpopulated unti l  several decades
1ater. I t  was the development of the shipbuilding industry along
Ilerr imac Street that lead to the sett lement of Oakland Street. By the
niddle of the 19th century, most of the shipyards in active operation in
Newburyport, were located between Jefferson and Oakland Streets. fhe
shipyard of Eben Ir lanson was at the foot of Oakland Street on Merrimac
Street. Because the owners of the shipyards general ly l iveC on
l4erimac St,reet the roorkers in the yards buil t  their homes on the
streets adjoining.

In 1851, Oakland Street was inhabi ted almost exclusj-vely by
famil ies associated with the shipyards. l . iany homes were buil t  in the
next t luenty years and in L872, ship carpenterr ,  b lacksmiths,  ship jo iners,
al l  l ived on the street.  Most of  the bui ld ings were bui l t  as s ingle
fami ly residences, l ike that  at  2A Oakland Street.  This house was bui l t
between 1851 and L872. I t  retains many Greek Revival  e lements as do
other homes on the street. A second type of house on Oakland Street is
a two family Greek Revival with gable to the street. T1rpical ly, these
houses have cornerboards and a wide fascia i-n the entablature over the
doorvrays and at the cornice and simple applieo pi lasters f lanking the
doors.  The bui ld ings were div ided in hal f  wi th main entrances on each
side. Examples of  th is form are 25-27 and 31-33 Oakland Street.  The
streetscal:e also has numerous vernacular Victorian homes. I ' iost of them
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FORM G - STBEESSCAPE (CONTINUED}

have gable roofs with the- gable facing the street. tlhey vary slightlyin desiga, but generally hive simple fictorian doorways *rrJ-6orrri.ces.

The Bridges family' known for the planking of ships, owned 30 and32 oakland street in r8ga. oakland street reti, ined its associ.ation*1!l thipbui3-ding untiL early in this century when shipbuildingr and. irsallied trades, ceased to exilt on the banks 6f the lrterrimack River.


