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ARCHITECI'IIRAI SI${IFICANICE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally signi.ficant structr:res) .

The James Steam Mi l1 is a f ine nineteenth century text i le mi l l .  I t  isthe onry surviv ing text i le mi11 in the c i ty.  The uui id ings are in excel lentcomdit ion and have suffered few al terat ioni .  This indust i iar  comptex
remains an impressive focal  point  for  the surround. ing resident ia l  d istr ict .

The homes on Charles and Purchase Streets were bui l t  largely as aresul t  of  the need for housing associated with the mi1l .  the-reiul t ing domes-t ic archi tecture is vernaculai  in sty le wi th a preaominant ly creet Revivalinf luence. There are no str ik ing ar lh i tectural  gems yet the overal l
character of  th is distr ict  is  th i t  of  a.modest y5t  co*rortable mi l l  community.SomeofthehomesalongSa1emandFrank1instre6tareear1ierGeorgian
dwel l ings- Thgy were later occupied, however,  by those-"=""" i " IJ l 'wi t r r  themi11s. Frankl in street had numerous boarding'hoirses.  s" t"*  Streetrs
f iner Georgian gambrel  roofed homes were in ieveral  cases occupied by agents

(cont.  )
HISTORICAI SIS{IFICA}IICE of area. (Erylain developnent of area, what car:sed it,
and how it affected colrsmniry; be specificJ

This area- of  Newburyport ,  sandwiched between the South End Histor ic
Distr ict  and the Joppa Histor ic Distr ict  is  pr imari ly resident ia l  innature.  or ig inal ly,  th is area was an integr l l  part  6t  the water-s ide
sett lement on the banks of the Merrimack niver.- Ir. Iany of the homes in thisarea were buil t  during the eighteenth century when Nivrburyportr" 

""orro*ycentered on the trade on the banks of the Meirimack Riverl The
nei-ghborhood which now focuses on the James Steam Mil l  complex changed
with the economy of Newburyport. originally orientea to t ire r iver, theeconomy became more rel iant upon\ industry al the nineteenth centuryprogressed.

The cotton mi l1s were the f i rst  industry to become f i rmly establ ished
in Newburyport .  several  large mi11s were Uuir t ,  general ly in resident ia l
areas,.dur ing the 1840rs.  The James Steam I{ i l f  i ;  the only text i le mi l lremaining in existance in the c i ty.  Af ter  the construct ion of  the mi l lin 1842, the adjacent resident ia l  streets housed people associated. wi ththe mi l1 and the services that they needed. -

- fnegul3t ive 
Greek Revival  row housing was bui l t  in the area as aresul t  of  the pressure the mi l1 put on the housing market.  nxampies oft_his housing can be seen at  163-159 water Street ind 3-9 Char les Street.Vernacular cot tages were also bui l t  dur ing th is per iod.  They *"r"  GreekRevival  or  v ictor ian in sty le.  The houses at  13 purchase street and
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James Steam Mi11_s,,

a.ctually .owned hg tne miltr

The James steam,,t€t:{f. d{:s{,rict is an,irnprEssive ningteenth century.industrial neighborlmd_ -

HISTORICAL SIGNTFIC3,NCg (CPIWT,NUED)

20 Franklin street ane ir.r,us-"1rgtltg of - thjs t-roupiylg.type, The earrierhomes near the millitrr€rre+ egEup-eed b11 age4ts, and'w6q;k9.r€ in trr" *iiiil" rn"Georgian gambret-roqf,d- ho"mes- along- sa-iem street, ;p""iff;."ii; A-;;i;street' were owned or occupied bv 1sent" ?f_t-rre miti|--F;;kiii, iti..i..n"aseverar board.ing tsp.useq,;E,ur*.w-:o€-ttuei rnil,lrogkggJ: &,gra:i;[-ir6ia,.i".";.

Small businesses alss existed in the. neighborhqods. They were, for
!1"-most parll grocels.prroviding food to.lhe iesiaettts. rhe buiiai;g-;t22 Purchase street"-always, E stoie, is_stiri-p;;at;;;;"r"i}-i; use andthe cook family ha6. a grece{y store adjacent'io.iii"i" rr"*a;'iE*-}o ,r,r.rrkrinStreeto

Today, !h" streets ar,ound the James Steg.m Mil l ,  sLi l l  an.industrialcomplex, retain muetl of the" character createa 'auii-ng'trr"-i"a""iri"f boom inrhe econom], 
9I Newburyport between lB40 and tg80. 'r i-- i" ;h;-;; iy such areain the citv that ::etains the origi'rral t""iire-*iir i|".i}i'l]="Li* sineteenrhcentury housing that \,*as assogiaied with it. ." :

The rnil}ts.prcggerity declined- during the- late aj.petgenth centgry.shoe manufaaturing firys 
"ce-"p*99 -ttg_{?*"" Mitl af,t9g ttt"-ae"ri.giEi'tr,"textile industrvl .r9eay tbe iritt buirding;,.;;;-p;+ia11y, vacanf, althoushthere are severel indus{ri.al tengnts stifi.'ia-ie'"i&"rr"".

ARCHTTECTURAI. SI.GNIEICANC€I (CONTINUED)

of the miIl. The houFg at: &.Sa.lem Strqet was
for many year's..
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