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PARKS AND LANDSCAPES FORM (Brown Square)

VISUAL/DESIGN AS SES SMENT
Describe topography and layout. Note structures such as bandstands, gazebos, sheds, stone walls, monuments, and
fountains. Note landscapingfeatures such asformal plantings, agricultural plantings, and bodies of water.
If possible, compare current appearance with original.

Brown Square is a long, rectangular park bordered on the north by Pleasant Street on the east by Green Street and on the
west by Titcomb Street with an unnamed road marking the southern boundary. A mix of residential, commercial and
institutional buildings including the City Hall, the Baptist Church and the Central Congregational Church all face the park.
The level park contains 25,660 square feet of land. The park consists of a level piece of land dotted by florvering shrubs and
evergreen bushes with a number of deciduous trees around the perimeter.

At the east end of Brown Square, facing the Crty Hall and with arborvitae is a granite, three-part monument commemorating
the City's World War I, World War II, Korean and Vietnam Veterans (MHC#932). The monument was dedicated in 1979
and reads:

To Honor our Dedicated and Brare
Sons & Daughters Who Served in

The Armed Forces in This Centurl'
We, the People of Newburyport Proudly and Gratefully Erect

This Memorial.

Slightly to the west, a group of three low granite markers (c.1970) are arranged near the flagpole against the backdrop of
shaped evergreen bush. The pink granite stone (MHC#933) was erected by the Bradbury-Doyle Post 1745 while the gray
granite markers were installed by the Eugene A. Twoney Sr. Chapter 40 Disabled American Veterans (MHC#934) and the
other was dedicated by the American Legion Post 150 (MHC#935). Near the sideu'alk, facing City Hall is a boulder with a
bronze plaque recording the landscaping of the park by Botanical Science Students of Turning Point, Inc., funded by a grant
from LMVREB in the Summer of 1994.

Near the center of the park, a circular paved sidewalk outlines the statue of William Lloyd Garrison (MHC#936). Set above
a Rockport granite pedestal which is ten feet high, the larger than life-size (eight feet, five inches) bronze figure is dressed in a
double-breasted cloak *'ith his right hand ertended and the left by his side. The die is highly polished and the other parts are
finely hammered. This rvork was done by J.M. Littlefield & Son ofNe*-buryport. The front die facing City Hall is inscribed
"1805 - 1879/ Garrison the Liberator/ Presented byl William H. Swasely' July 4, 1893". The remaining faces are inscribed
with excerpts from CiQrrison's writings including 'Neither God nor the uorld will judge us by our professions but by our
practices" (west side); I solicit no man's praise, I fear no man's c€nsure. The liberty of a people is the gift of God and nature:
(rear),and"Iaminelrnest-Wil lnotequivocate-Irvi l lnotexcuse-Iui l lnotretractasingleinchandlwi l lbeheard"(east
side). The statue bears the names of both its sculptor, D.M. French, and the casting company, Henry Bonnard Bronze Co.,
as well as the date, 1893. Two wooden benches face the stafue and at four corners around the statue there are islands planted
with rhododendrons, tiger lilies and evergreens.

At the west end of the park a slate path leads to a rough granite tablet about seven feet high with a shaped bronze plaque
facing Pleasant Street. The memorial (MHC#937) is nearly obscured bv trvo large round evergreen bushes. The inscription
reads:

(see continuation sheet)

Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attached a completed
National Register Criteria Statement form.



USW\
ln memory and

Grateful Appreciation
of the Men of
Newburyport

and
Vicinity

Who Served in the'
War u'ith Spain,

the
Philippine Insurrection

and the
China Relief Expedition

i898-1902
This Tablet is Erected

by the City of
Newburyport

1950

(The rear of the tablet is without inscription).

Early photographs show that the park was originally outlined by a line of log posts set between trees. The log posts were
later removed and trees outlined the perimeter of the park.

HISTORICAL NARRATTVE
Disczss history of use. Evaluate the historical associations of the landscape/park with the community.

Brorvn Square was established in 1802 by Moses Brown (1742-1527), a prominent Newburyport merchant who built a three-
story, brick Federal house fronting the square (MHC#421). Brown began his career as a chaisemaker. ln l792he purchased
what was later known as Brown's Wharf and erected store houses and a distillery. He was also a philanthropist. After the
fire of 1811 Brown was the second largest individual contributor, donating $1500. Among his gifts was a fund for grammar
schools. The small park was given to the town by Brown for the "public enjoSanent".

In 1802 the park was laid out, trees were set out and grading was done. Over the years, many celebrations have been held at
Brown Square. On the 50th anniversary of the founding of the United States, July 4, 1826, the Newburypon Artillery Co.,
the Washington Light Infantry Company and companies from Ipswich and Bradford encamped on Brown Square. In 1841 a
memorial service was held after the death of President William Henry Harrison. Memorial services were held in honor of
Abraham Lincoln in 1865 and Caleb Cushing in 1879. In 1884 a celebration of the return of the survivors of the Arctic
expedition commanded by Lt. Adolphus Greeley (a native of Newburyport) was held here.

The present City Hall was constructed on the north side of Brown Square in 1850-1. In 1883 the road on the north side of the
Square became an extension of Pleasant Street.

INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SFIEET
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